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  STANDARD
As many as 100 of your standard-size 
covers can be displayed in this popular 
album. The black leatherette binder has 
gold titling on the cover and spine … a 
nice finishing touch. Accommodates 
covers to 33⁄4" × 6 5⁄8".
Black dustcase — $12.20

$39.70

MONARCH
As stamps increase in size, so do first 
day cover envelopes. In recent years, 
the “monarch” size envelope, measur-
ing approximately 4" × 71⁄2", has often 
been used. This Allsyte, with 100 cover 
capacity, was designed just for mon-
arch size covers.

$44.20

JUMBO
No problem displaying your extra-long 
commercial size (#10) covers, for 
here’s an Allsyte created expressly 
for them. There’s room in it for 50 of 
these big ones, fully protected under 
clear plastic. Accommodates covers 
to 45⁄16" × 95⁄8".

$36.90

POSTCARDS
Picture postcards your specialty? 
Consider the Postcard Allsyte, made to 
hold as many as 100 of the 31⁄2" × 51⁄2" 
collectibles; or the Jumbo Postcard 
Allsyte designed to hold up to 100 of 
the popular 41⁄4 × 6" cards.  

Postcard Allsyte — $39.70
Jumbo Postcard — $42.90

ISRAEL
Israeli first days, special events, and 
first flights have a handsome home 
in this Allsyte produced by White Ace, 
who was a pioneer in albums for Israeli 
stamps. Its capacity is 100 covers. 
Accommodates covers to 41⁄8" × 71⁄16".

$40.30

UNITED NATIONS
United Nations cover collector? Then 
choose this “UN Blue” Allsyte, which 
will hold up to 100 of your standard-
size UN covers. The UN’s official 
emblem graces the cover and spine. 
Accommodates covers to 33⁄4" × 6 5⁄8".
Black dustcase — $12.20

$39.70

CANADA OFFICIAL
Canada’s “Official” first day covers 
are a special size, so here’s a spe-
cial Allsyte designed just for them. 
It has the same fine construction 
as the others; its size is distinctive. 
Accommodates covers to 49⁄16" × 75⁄8".

$42.90

On the internet at:  www.washpress.com

ALLSYTE GIVES YOU A GRAND SELECTION OF ALBUMS 
AND SIZES TO CHOOSE FROM …

Look how the Allsyte album family has grown. First there was the 
Standard, philately’s best-selling cover album for years. Now there 
are eight distinctive Allsytes to meet a variety of collecting needs. 
And all of them, be assured, have the same premium qualities that 
hobbyists have come to expect from every White Ace product.

For example, Allsyte clear plastic pockets eliminate mounting prob-
lems: just slide in the covers, and your job is done … with every 
cover fully visible while totally protected. What more can you ask 
for? All seven Allsytes have sturdy binder assemblies covered in 
durable leatherette. When you open your album, it lies flat, and it 
closes without bulging (even when filled to capacity) for space-sav-
ing bookshelf storage.

It really makes good collecting sense to turn to Allsyte, philately’s 
first family of cover albums . . . by White Ace, of course.

BY THE MAKERS OF FAMOUS ARTCRAFT ENGRAVINGS

Ask for Allsyte Cover Albums at your dealer, or order direct

ON MAIL SHIPMENTS - Visa, MasterCard & Discover Accepted 
Please add $4.50 for shipping (foreign, by weight)

ALLSYTE
BY WHITE ACE
PHILATELY’S
FIRST FAMILY
OF COVER
ALBUMS

THE WASHINGTON PRESS
FLORHAM PARK, NEW JERSEY 07932 

TOLL FREE: 877-966-0001 

FAX:          973-966-0888

http://www.washpress.com


 July /August 3

Subscriptions, Copyright, Advertising Rates, Deadlines
Stamp Insider™ is published six times per year by the Federation of Central New York Philatelic Societies, Inc., a non-profit 
organization, at P.O. Box 401, Fulton, NY 13069-0401. Subscriptions: $6 per year; inquire of Subscriptions. Stamp Insider 
is sent free to members of participating clubs. Content ©2005 Federation of Central New York Philatelic Societies Inc.; 
Design ©2005 Albert W. Starkweather / Design on Demand. Stamp Insider and the magnifying glass logo are trademarks 
of the Federation. Any portion of this publication may be reproduced without prior consent, provided credit is given. Writ-
ten expression or opinions of the writers are their own and not necessarily those of the Stamp Insider or Federation. Some 
product names and images may be trademarks or registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and explana-
tion, without intent to infringe. Every effort is taken to ensure accuracy, but validity is not guaranteed. Articles by readers 
are encouraged. Submitted manuscripts cannot be returned without a large SASE. Electronic submissions are preferred.

 Dimensions (In inches) Per Insertion Contract Save
1⁄4 Page (2 3⁄16 × 3 7⁄16) $ 35.00 $ 28.00 $42.00
1⁄2 Page (4 1⁄2 × 3 7⁄16) $ 45.00 $ 36.00 $54.00
3⁄4 Page Outside Back (4 1⁄2 × 5 1⁄2) $ 60.00 $ 48.00 $72.00
Super Business Card (3 × 2 1/4)  $ 20.00 $ 16.00 $24.00
Centerfold (two full pages) $150.00 $120.00 $180.00
Full Page (4 1⁄2 × 7 1⁄2) $ 65.00 $ 52.00 $78.00
Full Page Inside Front or Back Cover $ 75.00 $ 60.00 $90.00

NOTE: All advertisement payments must be made prior to effective date of publication!

Editorial & ad deadlines for the two months following are Dec. 1, Feb. 7, April 7, June 15, Aug. 15, Oct. 15

July / August 2005
Vol. 22 No. 6

Stamp
Insider™

www.geocities.com/fcnyps

Editor
Albert W. Starkweather

5520 Gunn Hwy. 1406, Tampa, FL 33624-2847
813-962-7964; http://mysite.verizon.net/awstark
e-mail: designondemand@verizon.net

Associate Editor
Heather Sweeting

14329 Victory St., Sterling NY 13156-3172
315-947-6761; e-mail: hsweetin@twcny.rr.com

Advertising Manager
Joseph O. Christofaro

201 M aple St., Rome, NY 13440
315-337-9608; e-mail: jchrist6@twcny.rr.com

Financial
John J. Nunes

80 Fredericks Road, Scotia, NY 12302
518-399-8395; e-mail: nunesnook@aol.com

Fulfillment / Subscriptions
John A. Cali

c/o Stamp Insider
P.O. Box 401, Fulton, NY 13069-0401
315-592-4441 ; e-mail: Rocket@dreamscape.com

Contents
U.S. and Canada New Issues ....................... 4
Editor’s Perspective.................................... 6
President’s Viewpoint..................................7
Site Seeing: StampTMF.................................8
George McGowan the Thrifty Philatelist:
 How About Postal History? ...................10
Ada Prill’s Newcomers’ Corner:
 U.S. FDCs: What’s a Combo?................... 12
A. W. Starkweather and John  J. Nunes:
 The Luxury Tax on Cartes d’Visite......... 14

About the Cover
Photographs, including cartes d’visite were 
subject to the luxury tax levied to help pay 
the Union’s Civil War expenses.

Robert Finnegan’s Giant Stamp Quiz....... 18
Federation Expanding Territory..............23
Federation Library Needs Volunteers.... 24
Echotaps Honors Veterans:
 Nearly 900 Musicians Participate .........27
Gitner Offers Worldwide Die Proofs.....28
Stamp Insider Takes Gold Award ............ 29
Volume 22 Annual Index............................32
Club Pages.............................................. 34–53
Don Schleining Dies ..................................35
Ropex Awards ............................................. 48
Shows & Bourses .........................................54
Clubs & Contacts, Officers ................. 56–57
Heather Sweeting The Last Words:
 Go Crazy … Buy Commemoratives..........58
Advertiser Index ..........................57

C
ov

er
 —

A
lb

er
t 

W
. 
St

a
rk

w
ea

th
er

 C
ol

le
ct

io
n

http://www.geocities.com/fcnyps
http://mysite.verizon.net/awstark 
mailto:designondemand@vzavenue.net
mailto:hsweetin@twcny.rr.com
 mailto:fuzzy9600@aol.com
mailto:nunesnook@aol.com
mailto:rocket@dreamscape.com


4 Stamp Insider  July / August 5

2005 U.S. New Issues

2005 Canada New Issues
Jan. 7 Year of the Rooster
50¢ pane of 25, $1.45 s/s, and 
$1.45 overprinted souvenir sheet

Jan. 29 NHL All-stars
50¢  pane & booklet of 6

Feb. 4 Fishing Flies
50¢, booklet of 8, s/s of 4

Feb. 14 Nova Scotia Agri-
cultural College Centennial
50¢ sgl.

Mar. 4 Expo 2005 Aichi, 
Japan
50¢ sgl.

Mar. 10 Daffodils
50¢ pair; booklet of 10 & s/s

Mar. 18 TD Bank 150th 
Anniversary
50¢ sgl.

Mar. 23 Audubon birds
50¢, 4 designs; 85¢ booklet of 6

Apr. 2 Canadian bridges
50¢ sgl., 4 designs

Apr. 12 Maclean’s
 Magazine Centennial
50¢ sgl.

Apr. 22 Biosphere Reserves
50¢, 4 designs sgl., joint issue with 
Ireland

Apr. 29 Battle of the 
Atlantic
50¢ sgl.

May 6 Canadian War 
Museum
50¢ sgl.

May 27 Artist Homer 
Watson
50¢ sgl.; s/s with 50¢, 85¢ 

Jun. 13 Search and 
Research
50¢ sgl., 4 designs

Jun. 21 Ellen Fairclough
 (1905–2004)
50¢ sgl.

Jul. 5 FINA World
 Swimming Championships
50¢ pair

Jul. 16 400th Anniversary 
Settlement of Port-Royal 
(Nova Scotia)
50¢ sgl.

Jul. 21 Alberta Centennial
50c sgl.

Aug. 2 Saskatchewan 
Centennial
50c sgl.

Aug. 15 Acadians Deporta-
tion of from the Maritimes 
250th Anniversary
50¢ sgl.

Aug. 15 Pianist Oscar 
Peterson
50¢ sgl.

Sep. 2 50th Anniversary 
Polio Vaccination

 50¢ sgl.
Oct. 1 Extreme sports
50¢ sgl., 4 designs

Oct. 13 Big Cats
50¢ sgl., 2 stamps & s/s, joint issue 
with China

Nov. 2 Christmas Crèches
50¢, 85¢, $1.45

Nov. 2 Christmas 
Snowman

 50¢ sgl.

Jan. 6 Lunar New Year
37¢ double-sided souvenir sheet of 
24 (12 designs), Honolulu, HI

Jan. 27 Marian Anderson
37¢ sgl., Washington, DC

Feb. 9 Ronald Reagan
37¢ sgl., Simi Valley, CA

Feb. 18 Love Bouquet
37¢ booklet of 20, Atlanta, GA

Mar. 3 Wedding Flower 
Lettersheets
37¢, set of 12. New York, NY

Mar. 3 Northeast 
Deciduous Forest
37¢ pane of 10, New York, NY

Mar. 15 Spring Flowers
37¢ sgl., 4 designs, Chicago, IL

Apr. 22 Robert Penn 
Warren
37¢ sgl., Guthrie, KY

Apr. 28 Song writer 
Yip Harburg
37¢ sgl., New York, NY

May 4 American Scientists
37¢ sgl., 4 designs, New Haven, CT

May 19 Modern American 
Architecture
37¢ pane of 12, Las Vegas, NV

May 20 Henry Fonda
37¢  sgl., Beverly Hills, CA

Jun. 30 The Art of Disney
37¢ sgl., 4 designs, Anaheim, CA

Jul. 1 Let’s Dance
37¢ sgl., 4 designs, San Juan, PR

Jul. 29 American Advances 
in Aviation
37¢ sgl., 10 designs, Oshkosh, WI 
& Vienna, VA

Jul. 30 New Mexico Rio
 Grande Blankets
37¢ sgl., 4 designs, Santa Fe, NM

Aug. 4 Presidential 
Libraries
37¢ pane of 20, Grand Rapids, MI; 
Ann Arbor, MI; College Station, 
TX; Atlanta, GA; Little Rock, AK; 
Abilene, KS; West Branch, IA; 
Austin, TX; Boston, MA; Yorba 
Linda, CA; Simi Valley, CA; Hyde 
Park, NY; Independence, MO

Aug. 5 American Eagle
25¢ coil, 10 designs, Grand 
Rapids, MI 

Aug. 20 1950s Sporty Cars
37¢ booklet of 20, five designs, 
Detrpo, MI

Aug. 30 To Form a More 
Perfect Union
37¢, 10 designs, Washington, DC; 
Greensboro, NC; Montgomery, AL; 
Selma, AL; Jackson, MS; Topeka, KS; 
Little Rock, AR; Memphis, TN;

Aug. 30 Arthur Ashe
37¢ sgl., New York, NY

Sep. 7 Child Health
37¢ sgl., Philadelphia, PA

Sep. 16 Silver Coffee Pot
3¢ coil, Milwaukee, WI

Sep. 23 Greta Garbo
37¢ sgl., New York, NY & 
Stockholm, Sweden

Sep. 28 Jim Henson 
& the Muppets
37¢ pane of 11, Los Angeles, CA

Oct. 1 Constellations
37¢ sgl., 4 designs, TBA

Oct. 20 Holiday Cookies
37¢ sgl., New York, NY

Oct. 26 Madonna and 
Child
37¢ sgl., New York, NY

Nov. 10 Distinguished 
Marines
37¢ sgl., 4 designs, Washington, DC

http://www.canadapost.ca
http://www.usps.com
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U
Editor’s Perspective

Albert W. Starkweather
5520 Gunn Hwy 1406, Tampa, FL 33624–2847

e-mail designondemand@verizon.net

Stamp Insider Facing a Bright Future
This issue marks the completion of my second full year as editor  of the Stamp Insider. 
Much has changed since I accepted the reins with the September/October 2003 issue, 
including the fact that the journal has more than doubled in size, thanks to the welcome 
influx of new columns and articles and the necessary advertising revenue to meet produc-
tion expenses. The future of the publication has never looked brighter.

Circulation has doubled and we now are sending hundreds of copies to area shows and 
bourses, as well as seeing that all dealers with bricks and mortar stores are getting an ample 
supply for their customers. This benefits not only our advertisers, but also the Federa-
tion’s member clubs by alerting unaffiliated collectors to organizations in their area.

I reiterate that none of this would have been possible without the support of Federa-
tion President John J. Nunes and the invaluable assistance of Associate Editor Heather 
Sweeting and Advertising Manager Joseph O. Christofaro.

Congratulations are due Judy Routson whose article Stamps Honor New York Women (March/
April) was reprinted in the May issue of U.S. Stamp News, along with an item on the Stamp In-
sider which garnered several requests for sample issues. The journal also drew positive com-
ments from  editor Joseph E. Foley in the first quarter issue of The Philatelic Communicator.

With this issue we welcome Ada Prill, an American Philatelic Society vice president and a 
member of Rochester Philatelic Society, as the regular author of Newcomers’ Corner. The col-
umn is designed to provide essential information for newer collectors — youth and adults 
alike. A prototype version penned by Heather Sweeting appeared in the May/June issue.

Newer readers may be unaware of the fact that the publication originally was created to 
serve as an outlet for member clubs without newsletters. This continues to be a key role 
of the Stamp Insider, which now incorporates seven groups not represented when I took 
over — Adirondack Stamp, Post Card & Ephemera Club, Buffalo Stamp Club, Chenango 
Valley Stamp Club, Dansville Area Coin & Stamp Club, Fort Orange Stamp Club, Olean 
Stamp Club, and Schenectady Stamp Club.

I was gratified to hear that two Syracuse Stamp Club members, who are also Sherlock-
ians — devotees of Sherlock Holmes —– attended a recent Adirondack Club meeting after 
reading about Dr. William R. Hanson’s planned presentation about the fictional detective.

I am treating the journal as a living organism that will continue to evolve and reflect the needs 
of the philatelic community it serves. As usual I welcome reader input and contributions.

mailto:designondemand@vzavenue.net
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President’s Viewpoint
John J. Nunes
80 Fredericks Road, Scotia, NY 12302
518•399•8395 — e-mail nunesnook@aol.com     G

‘Eye Candy’ Profitable for USPS and Dealers
A recent AP newswire article states that between $150–$200 million worth of stamps are in 
the hands of private collectors. That is, these stamps are bought, but never used. The post 
office, like any business, has a product to sell, and a product that is bought and not used 
means profit. The USPS loves profit, and tries to select and create new stamps that will 
appeal to collectors and accumulators. These are commonly referred to as eye candy. Many 
philatelic dealers maintain $100,000–200,000 inventories for the chance to find a match 
for a lover of his eye candy and philatelic sales of non-postage items (such as yearbooks, 
framed items, stuffed animals) for the USPS brought in an additional $55 million last year.

According to the AP article “Elvis is still King … The 29-cent Elvis Presley stamp issued 
in 1993 accounted for 124 million stamps bought but never used. That translated into 
almost $36 million in income for the agency.”

These numbers are staggering when many stamp clubs are suffering from dwindling partici-
pants, a trend which we have reversed in the Empire State. A large population of people is ob-
viously still buying and saving stamps. These folks fall into two camps  — those who will join 
clubs and those who will not or who don’t have the time to participate in a club. Those that do 
will reap the advantage of continuing education, reinforced knowledge, and friendship. It is 
our responsibility to make the benefits known to all and try to get others to participate.

Interesting, well designed, or pretty stamps draw more customers for both the USPS and 
stamp dealers. The use of any stamp will pay for delivery of a letter and many people 
collect used stamps. Many used stamps, however, are obliterated by postmarks, making 
them less attractive. Thus, most collectors save stamps in mint condition, as these are the 
ones that are often most sought after by collectors. Consider the return on a couple of 
philatelic items:

The 10-cent Louisiana Purchase stamp issued in 1904 in mint never hinged condition 
catalogues at $375. For those who don’t want to wait 100 years for a return on their in-
vestment, sets of the 20-cent 1996 Atlanta Olympics postcards, which cost $4, often are 
bringing bids of $20–30.

So the message I desire you to take away is to be proactive in getting new members from 
those who collect and accumulate USPS products. Most of these folks have not yet seen 
the advantages of organized philately. I also encourage you to assist and help children to 
learn about the stamp and postal history hobby. It is your hobby to pass on to others and 
one which daily keeps me entertained and alive.

mailto:nunesnook@aol.com
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StampTMF a Virtual Treasure Trove
By Heather Sweeting
Tom Fortunato’s Web page, www.frontiernet.net/~stamptmf, tells us that he is a global 
account specialist based in the Rochester area. His Web site is a veritable treasure trove of 
philatelic information and links.

On the home page, there are convenient links to the Rochester Philatelic Association, Fed-
eration of Central New York Philatelic Societies, Cover Collectors Circuit Club, American 
Philatelic Society, International Society of Worldwide Stamp Collectors, and many other 
interesting sites.

In the Stamps/Philately section there are a number of the same links accompanied by 
explanations of the various organizations. Mr. Fortunato also explains his collecting inter-
ests, which include ceramics on stamps, wrestling, holographs, and more!

Other sections include a clip art gallery, a reference section, and travel photos.

Exhibits Online
The best section of the web site is without a doubt the Exhibits Online area. Much informa-
tion about stamps, postal history, auxiliary markings, ceramics, and more can be gleaned 
by reading through these pages. Many people are now laying out their exhibits in word 
processing and computer generated programs. This makes it very easy to scan pages or 
lay exhibit pages out in a fashion that is “web-able.” Once an exhibit is mounted the ad-
ditional time it would take to scan it is minimal.

The idea of virtual libraries of online exhibits is fantastic! It is great to see a collector 
sharing his collection with the world instead of hiding cherished items in a bank vault. 
Imagine looking at your collection any time you want online instead of going to the safety 
deposit box! Well, you can with a little effort and Tom Fortunato has set a fantastic ex-
ample of how to do it!

Tom Fortunato has exhibits on ceramics, idioms, printer postage, 20th century history, 
20th–21st century US auxiliary markings, wrestling and more! He also has links to a few 
friends exhibits online.

If you’ve never put together an exhibit before there is also a helpful introductory article on 
how to do so located at www.geocities.com/iswsc1/exhibit.html.

A motto on the bottom of the Web site proclaims “time is a terrible thing to waste” … so 
please don’t waste any more time. Go look at the great exhibits on this site!

Mr. Fortunato is a member of the Rochester Philatelic Association and Media Communi-
cations Chairman for the Washington 2006 World Philatelic Exhibition.

http://www.frontiernet.net/~stamptmf
http://www.fortunecity.com/olympia/tilden/186/aceramics.html
http://www.fortunecity.com/olympia/tilden/186/aidioms.html
http://www.fortunecity.com/olympia/tilden/186/aprinter.html
http://www.journalofantiques.com
http://www.fortunecity.com/olympia/tilden/186/auxmarks/index.html
http://www.fortunecity.com/olympia/tilden/186/awrestling.html
http://www.geocities.com/iswsc1/exhibit.html
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The Thrifty Philatelist 
George McGowan

PO Box 482, East Schodack, NY 12063-0483
e-mail geolotus2003@nycap.rr.com

How About Postal History?
Many of us, myself included, started collecting mint U.S. singles, but once we were com-
plete back to the two-cent reds, additions to the album became fewer and more expensive. 
This might have lead to despair, or worse, quitting. However, regular readers of this column 
should be getting lots of ideas for exciting collecting without spending a bunch of money.

Take, for example, postal history. I know what you are thinking, “Covers must be expensive.” 
Some covers are expensive, but I’ll bet that most of those you come across are in the 10-cent 
to $5 range. I’ve seen thousand of interesting covers, even stampless covers, for under $5.

Postal history is studying and documenting the way mail was sent, conveyed, and delivered, 
the key word being studying — It doesn’t cost anything to study. Pick a country, a province, 
a city or town, the county where you live, and there is registration, rates, destinations, aux-
iliary markings. Spending some time in your library may turn up postmasters, locations of 
the post offices over the years, pick-up and delivery schedules, connections with rail and 
coach, etc. If you are fortunate enough to come across a city directory, it will hold a wealth of 
information. Business advertisements and addresses, Government offices, churches, private 
citizens and much more are listed. A run of directories can trace changes and progress.

I spent less than $5 for the cover il-
lustrated here that was sent on Aug 
3, 1844 from the Albany Iron & Nail 
Works, in Troy, NY to Messrs. Shepa-
rd & Co. in Buffalo, NY. The cost was 
18#/¢ cents, which was the rate to send 
a letter between 150 and 400 miles in 
1844. Why 18#/¢ cents? that will have 
to be covered in another column, but 
it had to do with Spanish coinage which was common in circulation during this period. 
Messrs Shepard and Co. actually paid the 18 #/¢3/4 cents upon receiving, which was the 
custom. If the cover were marked “paid”, then the charge would have been paid in Troy.

The letter is an invoice for nine casks of six-inch railroad spikes, 2034 in all, at six cents 
each. The spikes were destined for the Erie & Kalamazoo Railroad. Shepard must have 
been a good customer, because they got a 5% discount. The deal was signed by Ide Hoit. I 
could go on, but you get the idea. A trip to either the Troy of Buffalo library should yield 
a whole bunch more about these businesses and individuals. Sound interesting? Its great 
fun, give it a try, and don’t forget to share you experiences with the rest of us. G
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Newcomers’ Corner
Ada M. Prill

130 Trafalgar St., Rochester NY 14619-1224
e-mail aprill@rochester.rr.com

U.S. First Day Covers: What’s a Combo?
Most U.S. First Day Covers (FDCs)  have only one stamp, namely the stamp that’s being 
issued that day. But sometimes you see several different stamps on a cover, all canceled 
with the “First Day of Issue” canceller — What’s going on?

FDCs with more than one stamp are called combo covers. There are several reasons for 
a cover to have these extra stamps. If the stamp being issued is of a low denomination, 
enough extra postage must be added to each cover to make up the first-class letter rate. 
On my cover for Gen. Joseph “Vinegar Joe” Stilwell, I used three of the new 10-cent stamps 
plus a 3-cent stamp honor-
ing Lafayette, an earlier 
military hero.

Sometimes the added 
stamps help relate the 
stamp being issued to the 
cachet on the cover. Rick 
Kase used a snowman 
stamp to tie his cachet of a 
snowman holding a Christ-
mas tree to the new stamp 
showing Santa holding a 
tree. Often, however, FDC 
makers simply want to 
decorate their covers with 
related stamps. Usually 
there is some fairly obvious 
relationship between the 
new stamp being issued 
and the older stamp(s) that 
are added.

Warning: Collectors are not allowed to use stamps issued after the first day of the 
primary stamp, even if you are sending your cover to be canceled during the post-issue 

“grace period.”
Columnist Ada M. Prill is an APS vice president and a member of the Rochester Philatelic

Association. She is also a member of the Art Cover Exchange.

mailto:aprill@rochester.rr.com
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The Luxury Tax on Cartes d’Visite
By Albert W. Starkweather and John J. Nunes
To help finance the Civil War, the Union was forced to adopt a luxury tax on many common 
items, including the immensely popular cartes d’visite — inexpensive photographic calling 
cards about 2!/™ × 4 inches. Developed in France in the 1850s, the cards rapidly replaced the 
earlier, much more costly daguerreotypes and tintypes. Cartes d’visite were in high demand 
from the 1860s to the 1880s. A carte d’visite has an extremely thin photograph attached to a 
heavy backing card. In some cases, a very small tintype was matted in the same format.

E. & H. T. Anthony of New York City, predecessor of Ansco and best known for its early in-
troduction of stereoscopic images, manufactured wet plate cameras for taking multiple small 
format images, including cartes d’visite.

The Treasury Department imposed a tax  on all photographs sold in the United States from 
Sept. 1, 1864 to Aug. 1, 1866, requiring application of a revenue stamp. Photographers were 
to cancel the stamps by writing their initials and the date on the face, but this varied widely. 
The cancelled stamps were placed on the back of an image, case, or an uncased tintype.

The luxury tax on “photographs, ambrotypes (positive images 
on glass), daguerreotypes, tintypes, and sun pictures” was ex-
tremely unpopular with the studios, which had a brisk trade 
in photos of men going to and returning from the war, as well 
as their loved ones left at home. Studios, already burdened by 
duties on raw materials, an income tax, and a license fee, pe-
titioned Congress through trade organizations, claiming that 
their share of the national debt was unfairly high and that the 
stamps were a nuisance that ruined their pictures.

The tax schedule for photographs was:
Sale Required Denomination
Less than 25 cents two cents

25 to 50 cents three cents

51 cents to $1 five cents

More than $1 five cents for each additional dollar or fraction thereof

Most cartes d’visite bear two-cent revenues, indicating that the image was sold for 
less than 25 cents, a sum that would not begin to pay the actual cost of the sitting, 
presentation of proofs, and delivered prints. Since the tax applied to only the actual 
photographs, it is readily apparent that photographers sold the images at a loss, making 
up the difference with the untaxed sitting fee. Their disdain for the tax is further empha-
sized by the fact that most revenue stamps a simply canceled with a simple pen stroke. 
Stamps properly canceled are valuable because the image can be precisely dated and

Continued on Page 16 A
lb

er
t 

W
. 
St

a
rk

w
ea

th
er

 C
ol

le
ct

io
n



14 Stamp Insider

���� �� ����� ��������

��� ����� ������

�� ����� ����
���� ������ � ���� ������� � �� �������

�� ���� � � ���� ������� ������ �
������ ������ �������� �

������ ���� ���� ��� ������� ��� ���� ���� ���������� ��
���� ������� ����� �� �� ��� ���� ����� �� ���� �� �������
������ �� ��� ����� ����� ��� ������ ���� �� �� ��� �����

������� ������ � �����
� ����� �����

������ � ���� ����� � ������ � �������� � ���� ��������� � �������

���� ���� ����� �
� ���� � � ���� ������ �������� ��

������� ����
�� ���� � � ���� ��� �� � ���� ��

������ ������ ���� ��� ������ ��� ��������� ���
������� �� � �������� ��

��� ����� �� ������� ������ � ���������� ����� ������� ��

���� ��� ���� � �� ����� � ����� ���� ���� ���� �� �������

������� ���� �� �����
�� ���������� ����� ������� �� �����

������������ � ������ �����������������

mailto:nunesnook@aol.com


16 Stamp Insider

The Luxury Tax on Cartes d’Visite — Continued from Page 14

the photographer accurately attributed. A few studios used a hand-stamp cancellation. 
Although they were despised at the time, the presence of revenue stamps are invaluable in 
helping historians and gene-
alogists date images. Many 
studios also had their name 
and address imprinted on 
the card used to mount the 
image. Most cartes d’visite 
with revenue stamps are 
relatively inexpensive, being 
valued in the $3 to $5 range.

No specific revenue stamp 
was produced for photo-
graphs as had been issued 
for such items as playing 
cards and bank checks. It 
was left to the photographer 
to use a stamp of the proper 
denomination and many 
used the ubiquitous two-
cent U.S. Internal Revenue. During the summer of 1866, playing card stamps were used to 
make up for a shortage of other stamps as the levy came to an end.

Despite the name, cartes d’visite were rarely used as visiting cards. Given the number of 
calls a lady or gentleman made during a day or week, imagine the prodigious number of 
photographic visiting cards they would have to buy. Contemporary writers do give us 
some tantalizing glimpses of where they did continue to play the role of social interme-
diary. Although a writer in 1862 did say the carte d’visite had come to “overshadow the 
contents of every card basket,” it is likely visitors left their photograph there because the 
photograph album was still somewhat of a rare item at the time.

By 1862, the fashion of “having one’s likeness photographed upon his visiting card,” ac-
cording to Scientific American, had been modified into the custom of distributing dozens 
of small portraits among friends. “Every young lady expected to receive photographs from 
a relative, a love interest or friend and then with the aggressiveness of a ‘lady beggar’.” as 
Vanity Fair put it, “she besieges all of her acquaintances for personal photographs in order 
to form her collection.”

Cartes d’visite were often autographed with a signature at the bottom of the card just be-
low the image for handing out to guests by a variety of prominent persons such as politi-
cians, ministers, actors, and dancers. G

er
a
ld

 F
. 
W

ile
y 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n

A Sad Memorial — The stamped cancellation shows that 
this reprinted photograph was sold a year after the young 
man’s untimely death.
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The Giant Stamp Quiz
By Robert Finnegan
 1. Which person, other than a royal family member, first appeared on a UK stamp?

A. Winston Churchill   B. William Shakespeare  C. Napoleon Bonaparte
 2. Which country first issued self-adhesive stamps?

A. France   B. Bhutan   C. Sierra Leone
 3. One of Canada’s earliest stamps of 1851 depicts which animal?

A. moose   B. beaver   C. blue jay
 4. Who was the first woman shown on a U.S stamp?

A. Queen Elizabeth I   B. Queen Isabella of Spain   C. Martha Washington
 5. Travancore, a dead country, now uses stamps from which nation?

A. Botswana   B. India   C. Iran
 6. This 1918 issue of the inverted Jenny had which denomination?

A. 6 cents   B. 24 cents   C. 36 cents
 7. If you send first class mail in the U.S. and it weighs 2 ounces what would the rate be?

A. 37 cents   B. 60 cents   C. 68 cents
 8. Which country issued the first triangular issue?

A. Hungary   B. British Honduras   C. Cape of Good Hope
 9. One of Egypt’s first postage stamps issued in 1867 pictured which of these?

A. sphinx   B. mummy   C. pyramid
 10. The island nation of Ceylon, off the coast of India, issued its stamps until 1972, 

when it earned its independence and was renamed to what country?
A. Singapore   B. Madagascar   C. Sri Lanka

 11. In which year did the United States discontinue issuing postage due stamps?
A. 1985   B. 1998   C. still in use

 12. Edgar Yipsel Harburg was honored in May this year as a result of his endeavors. 
What is his claim to fame?

A. painter   B. lyricist C. sculptor
 13. Where is the headquarters of the Universal Postal Union?

A. Sweden   B. Belgium   C. Switzerland
 14. A part of the face value of a semi-postal stamp goes towards the postage while 

another portion may go to_______:
A. sports organizations   B. charitable causes   C. the fallen heroes of World Wars

 15. Which country issued the first postage stamp in the Americas?
A. Paraguay   B. United States   C. Brazil

 16. The former country of Czechoslovakia has broken into which two countries?
A. Bosnia & Slovenia   B. The Czech Republic & Slovakia   C. Turkey & Macedonia

Continued on Page 20
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Giant Stamp Quiz — Continued from Page 18

 17. Early postage stamps usually did not have the following:
A. illustrations & perforations   B. gum & perforations   C. cancellations & gum

 18. This island off the southern tip of the Malay Peninsula was a British territory and under 
Japanese occupation for a part of World War II. It left the Federation of Malaysia in 1965.

A. Hong Kong   B. New Zealand   C. Singapore
 19. If you were looking for a U.S. stamp nicknamed the Black Jack, which famous 

American would you find on the stamp?
A. John F. Kennedy   B. Andrew Jackson   C. Harry Truman

 20. The  Saint Joseph to Sacramento Pony Express postal route typically took _______:
A. 10!/™ days   B. 28 hours   C. 1 week

 21. The Mr. Zip character was first used in which decade?
A. the 60s   B. the 70s   C. the 80s

 22. Queensland, which no longer issues its own postage stamps, joined five other 
British colonies in 1901 to form _______:

A. Canada   B. Union of South Africa   C. Australia
 23. Cameroun has issued stamps since 1897 and was a German protectorate until 1915. 

If you were to visit Cameroun today on which continent would you be standing?
A. Asia   B. Africa   C. South America

 24. If you were in the Falklands what would be the name of the currency used?
A. peso   B. pound   C. centimes

 25. Who was the first African-American woman honored on a U.S. postage stamp in 1978?
A. Sojourner Truth   B. Harriet Tubman   C. Bessie Coleman

 26. In this year’s calendar of new issues for the U.S., a tennis player will be 
commemorated. He died of aids due to earlier blood transfusions. Who is it?

A. Arthur Ashe   B. Ilie Nastase   C. Rod Laver
 27. In the Transportation series  the 5-cent coil showed which form of transportation?

A. motorcycle   B. milk wagon   C. surrey
 28. Christmas Island can be found in which of our Earth’s oceans?

A. Pacific Ocean   B. Indian Ocean   C, Artic Ocean
 29. This nation, under British rule since 1673, can be found off the west coast of Africa. 

It served as the site of Napoleon’s imprisonment from 1815–1821. It has issued 
stamps since 1856. Which country is it?

A. Mozambique   B. St. Helena   C. Canary Islands
 30. The first mention of Christmas on a stamp came from this nation in the year 1898.

A. Canada   B. Great Britain   C. Italy
 31. Which country is credited with the first postage due stamp?

A. United States   B. France   C. Latvia
Continued on Page 22
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Giant Stamp Quiz — Continued from Page 20

 32. Which Native American can be found on a 13-cent issue of the Great Americans 
series?

A. Chief Joseph   B. Crazy Horse   C. Sitting Bull
 33. Which folklore hero is depicted on a 3-cent US issue honoring railroad engineers?

A. Joseph Pullman   B. Casey Jones   C. Robert Fulton
 34. Store stamp albums and stock books in this fashion.

A. vertically   B. horizontally   C. stacked diagonally alternating the covers
 35. Haile Selassie was the emperor of this African nation that had been invaded by 

Italian troops in 1936.
A. Sudan   B. Egypt   C. Ethiopia

 36. Pakistan, at one time, was divided into East Pakistan and West Pakistan. Today East 
Pakistan is known as this nation.

A. Afghanistan   B. Tibet   C. Bangladesh
 37. The National Parks issues of 1934 depicted 10 different national parks. Which 

denomination shows beautiful Glacier National Park in Montana?
A. 5 cents   B. 7 cents   C. 9 cents

 38. Roberto Clemente played his entire career for the Pittsburgh Pirates. How many 
times has he been shown on a U.S. postage stamp?

A. never   B. twice   C. once
 39. The editor of the Stamp Insider is _______:

A. John Cali   B. Bill Bauer   C. Albert Starkweather
 40. In 2005 the nation of Denmark will celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of 

one of its own. Who is it?
A. President Hindenburg   B. Hans Christian Anderson   C. Eric the Red

 41. The issues commemorating the Louisiana Purchase that were issued in 1904 
included a 10-cent issue with a map of the territory. From whom did we purchase 
this land?

A. Spain   B. France   C. England
 42. The Hiawatha, commemorated on a 1999 U.S. stamp, was a _______:

A. steamboat   B. a novel   C. a train engine
 43. Which colony of Great Britain first issued a postage stamp?

A. Hong Kong   B. Mauritius   B. Uganda
 44. The Wright Brothers were highlighted on a U.S. airmail issue in 1949. What was its 

denomination?
A. 13 cents   B.  6 cents   C. 10 cents

 45. Which nation in Africa was once known as the Gold Coast?
A. Ivory Coast   B. Ghana   C. Dahomey

Answers on Page 55
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Federation’s Territory Being Expanded
By Heather Sweeting
Expansion of the Central New York State Federation of Philatelic Societies was ap-
proved on June 12 at its meeting during Ropex. The newly established territories will 
include areas surrounding all of New York State borders, including Vermont, Ohio, Penn-
sylvania, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New Jersey. The breakdown is:

 1. Adirondacks: New York — Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Herkimer, 
Lewis, Warren; Vermont — Addison, Caledonia, Chittenden, Essex, Franklin, Grand 
Isle, Lamoille, Orange, Orleans, Washington; and the Province of Quebec (Montreal);

 2. Allegany Frontier: New York — Allegany, Cattaragus;, Chautauqua; Ohio — 
Astabula, Cuyahoga, Lake, Trumbull; Pennsylvania — Crawford, Erie, McKean, Warren;

 3. Capital District: New York — Albany, Montgomery, Rensselaer, Saratoga, 
Schenectady, Schoharie, Washington; Massachusetts — Berkshire; Vermont — 
Bennington, Rutland, Windham, Windsor;

 4. Catskills: New York — Greene, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster; Connecticut — Litchfield;
 5. Central Leatherstocking: New York — Broome, Chenango, Delaware, Madison, 

Oneida, Otsego; Pennsylvania — Bradford, Pike, Susquehanna;
 6. Hudson Valley: New York — Columbia, Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Westchester; 

Connecticut — Fairfield; New Jersey — Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, 
Sussex, Warren;

 7. Long Island: Suffolk;
 8. New York City: Bronx, Kings, Nassau, New York, Queens, Richmond;
 9. Niagara Frontier: New York — Erie, Genesee, Niagara, Orleans, Wyoming, and the 

Province of Ontario;
 10. Northern Finger Lakes: New York — Cayuga, Livingston, Monroe, Onondaga, 

Ontario, Seneca, Wayne;
 11. Southern Finger Lakes: New York — Chemung, Cortland, Schuyler, Steuben, 

Tioga, Tompkins, Yates; Pennsylvania — Potter, Tioga;
 12. Thousand Islands: New York — Jefferson, Oswego,St. Lawrence, and the western 

Province of Quebec.

The number of vice presidents is being increased to provide for the new regions. Elections for 
those positions will be conducted in November. A motion was adopted that current officers 
continue serving their regions, although some regions now bear a different name.

Another amendment was adopted to allow the inclusion of any collectibles group within 
the Federation’s territory.

A further motion established an Executive Committee of five, which will assist the 
president and speed up the process of resolving club business between the semiannual 
meetings. Members of this committee will include the president, secretary, Stamp Insider 
editor, and other vice presidents so chosen by the president.
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Federation’s Library Needs Volunteers
By Judy Routson
Several years ago, following a request from Fort 
Stanwix Stamp Club’s Joseph O. Christofaro, the 
Rome Historical Society generously agreed to al-
low the Federation of Central New York Philatelic 
Societies, Inc. to store assorted philatelic para-
phernalia at their facilities. It also gave permis-
sion to use its computer to catalogue each item.

In September 2003 assorted cartons and boxes, 
filled with catalogs, books, correspondence, and 
other miscellaneous articles, were moved to the 
Historical Society’s home at 200 Church St. The 
materials previously had been stored in various 
places, including the basements and garages of 
several Federation members.

Fort Stanwix Club member Rosalind Phillip-
son volunteered to do some initial computer 
cataloging. Lavinia Tilton, who has been a Fort 
Stanwix member for about five years, then took 
over sorting, categorizing, and cataloguing each 
item. A man who does odd jobs at the society 
has helped her with heavy lifting and moving, 
but otherwise, she has worked alone. “It was a big job,” she says, “just sorting everything. 
But it had to be done first, before we could input the information into the computer.”

Vinnie explains that everything is numbered, starting with the year. Each item, such as back 
issues of Stamp Insider, must be numbered separately. A year’s worth of SI, for example, can-
not be lumped under one catalogue number. She next files each item according to category. 

“We have two back-to-back bookcases,” she explains, “probably seven or eight feet long, each 
with about eight shelves.” There are also four filing cabinets, each with four drawers.

Anyone can use the Federation’s facilities during regular hours, Monday through Friday 
from 9 p.m. to 4 p.m., although materials cannot be removed. Since the philatelic archives 
is in the main section of the building, rather than in a separate room, tables are available 
to use during research. There is no fee, provided you “do it yourself.” You need not be a 
Historical Society member to access the philatelic library.

According to Christofaro, a resource such as the library “should bring a focus for stamp 
collecting to Rome. “When they see there is a place for it,” he continues, “people will
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Federation’s Library Needs Volunteers — Continued from Page 24

donate items to the library instead of throwing them away.” Anyone who would like to 
donate books, old catalogs, monographs, cancellations, postal history, or “anything to do 
with stamps,” can contact him for more information.

“There’s a lot there,” Vinnie says about the library’s stock. She says she put in endless hours 
prior to suffering heart problems more than a year ago. Her volunteer work at the library 
came to a screeching halt when her doctor restricted her activities. “I used to work there 
after working mornings at the church,” she explains. Vinnie sounds almost apologetic 
when she says there are “hours yet to go.”

A philatelist since childhood, Vinnie also serves as the Fort Stanwix club treasurer. Al-
though she is back to work at her part-time job, she hopes her doctor will give her the okay 
to return to the library project in August.

Meantime, volunteers are desperately needed. They can work at any time during regular 
hours, and if the computer is available. Since there is only one dedicated computer with 
cataloguing software, Federation volunteers can use it only if the Historical Society staff is 
not using it. “Before I got sick,” says Vinnie, “the staff had guaranteed we’d be able to use the 
computer on Fridays, but I’m not sure that offer still stands. But we need volunteers,” she 
reiterates, “because it’s going to be a big job to finish.” To volunteer or for more information, 
contact Christofaro at Mideastern Galleries, 607 E. Dominick St., Rome, phone 339-1628.

Proud Exhibitors
Nick Scoones, left; Tim Doyle, center; and Matt Waskiewicz display their exhibits at St. 
Margaret’s house on April 16. The Grade 4 pupils of Janet Collmer at St. Mary’s School 
in Clinton displayed their work at a show sponsored by Sister Jane Margaret, leader of 
the Good Shepherd Stamp Club, Utica,  (See other photo and article on page 53.) 
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Echtotaps participants — Mark Ger-
ber of Wayland plays Taps. Campell 
Postmaster Donna Woodcock affixes 
an Echotaps pictorial cancel to a cover 
for Don Dolan, Elmira Stamp Club vice 
president. Covers are available from 
Postmaster, 8753 Main St., Campbell, 
NY 14821 for $1 each plus a sase. 
There are seven different cachets.

Echotaps Pays Tribute to Veterans
Nearly 900 musicians played Taps sequentially along a 41-mile route between Woodlawn 
National Cemetery in Elmira to Bath National Cemetery on May 21 in an effort to raise 
public awareness and recruit individuals to play Taps for deceased veterans as part of their 
final honors. More about the organization may be found at www.echotaps.org. Instru-
ments ranged from bugles to sousaphones.

The event, which may earn a Guinness World Record, was sponsored by the Finger Lakes 
Chapter of Bugles Across America and expanded on the tradition of having a second bu-
gler in the distance softly echo the notes of a musician at graveside.
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Gitner Offers Worldwide Artist’s Die Proofs
Henry Gitner Philatelists, Inc. is offering a worldwide selection of 
more than 1,500 artist’s die proofs representing stamp develop-
ment in 94 countries. Total estimated value exceeds $400,000.

Few proofs reach the philatelic market. Most preproduction 
proofs are retained by postal authorities in archives or museum 
collections. Lesser numbers remain in artist’s or printer’s hands. 
Final proofs in issued colors are usually given to high government 
officials or dignitaries. Prices range from as little as $25 for an Ar-
gentina #18 helio vanguard printer sample proof in orange brown 
issued in the 1940s to $8,500 for four proofs of the 1928 Netherlands Olympics issue.

Many late 19th and early 20th centuries items from Guatemala, Peru, Venezuela, and oth-
er Latin American nations are offered for the first time. These are extremely rare early trial 
proofs initially offered to the philatelic community in the 1990 American Bank Note Co. 
auction. Wide selections of engraved and photogravure proofs from France and colonies 
are available. Topical collectors will find most themes including transportation, medicine, 
sports, Olympics, Boy Scouts, Rotary, Lions, the arts, and animals.

Every stage of production is represented — from original one-of-a kind maquettes, or 
artist’s drawings, to die, plate, and photo essays, trial die proofs in black, sepia, and col-
ored inks. Printed from soft and easily damaged engraver’s dies to track design develop-
ment during production, early trial proofs are printed in small numbers rarely exceeding 
15 examples.

The 26-page list is available from Henry Gitner Philatelists, Inc., P.O. Box 3077, Middletown, NY 
10940, fax 845-343-0068, phone 800-947-8267 or 845-343-5151, www.hgitner@hgitner.com.

Czechoslovakia #2355

Postal history luncheon — The Empire State Postal History Society held its annual 
meeting and luncheon on May 1 in Canastota. From left: George McGowan, Bill Hart, 
Gerald F. Wiley, Maris Tirums, Frank Braithwaite, Mike Ammann, Bob Davison, John A. 
Cali, Albert Guenzberger, President Alan Parsons, and Drew Nicholson.
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Stamp Insider Takes Gold Award
The Stamp Insider received a  Gold award in the 2004 American Philatelic Society Chapter 
Activities Newsletter Competition. Winners of the annual competition were announced 
in late May by Jane King Fohn, competition manager.

The journal will be displayed along with other competition entries and the awards at 
StampShow 2005 in Grand Rapids, MI, on August 4 to 7. It will also be part of the Compe-
tition Mail Circuit to be circulated among the 33  participating organizations.

The Stamp Insider received 91, 95, and 98 of 100 points from the three judges — the highest 
point total of any publication entered. There were no negative comments on the critique 
sheets from the judges, except for one who cited the lack of color. The judge scoring us the 
highest, praised the journal for its use of member names in club input and show reports and 
the reversed nameplate. This judge also found “advertising and content well balanced.”

The judging was based on the July–August, September–October, and November–December 
2004 issues. It is notable that these issues were much smaller than our current issues and 
lacked many of the features subsequently added to the publication.

Under Editor Patrick R. Rourk, the Stamp Insider earned Silver awards in 1999 and 2000 
and Vermeil in 2001 and 2002. The journal was not entered in 2003.
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Mystic Pays More For Stamps!

We’ve Proven It Time and Time Again!
Over the years, Mystic has been publish-

ing letters from collectors and dealers 
who’ve sold us their stamps.

These letters confirm one important detail 
that anyone selling stamps should care about:

Mystic Pays More!
So when it’s time to sell your postage 

stamps, do yourself a favor and join the long 
list of satisfied people who contacted Mystic.

Mystic travels for stamps worth $10,000 
or more.  Not sure of the value?  Call today 
and speak with an expert stamp buyer for 
honest advice.

We’re looking for the following…
❏ Rare/High-quality stamps, U.S. and
 worldwide
    ❏ Award-winning collections
❏  Entire stamp dealer stocks, store inventory, 

show dealer and mail order dealer stocks
    ❏ United States stamp collections
    ❏ Worldwide country or topical collections
    ❏ Error stamps
    ❏  Accumulations and mixed stamps 

(they don’t need to be organized)
    ❏ Postage lots
❏ First Day Covers

Mystic
We Pay More For Your Stamps

“...your buyer inspected the items and 
made a very fair offer for its purchase...   You 
paid for the material and arranged for its 
transportation to your office.  This was all 
done with the highest degree of efficiency 
and professionalism...”

–D.L.E., California

“Mystic’s bid of $91,400.00 was nearly twice as much as the other bids.  Mystic’s bid was also nine times what I thought the collection was worth.”
–J.E.T., New York 

“Very frie
ndly, hones

t... I got
 

a fair pri
ce for my 

stamps.  

I would re
commend My

stic to 

my friends
.”

–G.G., Illi
nois
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We’ve Proven It Time and Time Again!
We’re looking for the following…

❏ Rare/High-quality stamps, U.S. and
 worldwide
    ❏ Award-winning collections
❏  Entire stamp dealer stocks, store inventory, 
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    ❏ United States stamp collections
    ❏ Worldwide country or topical collections
    ❏ Error stamps
    ❏  Accumulations and mixed stamps 

(they don’t need to be organized)
    ❏ Postage lots
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Mystic
We Pay More For Your Stamps

“Mystic’s bid of $91,400.00 was nearly twice as much as the other bids.  Mystic’s bid was also nine times what I thought the collection was worth.”
–J.E.T., New York 

We Pay More for Your Stamps
Call 800-835-3609

Name__________________________________________________

Street __________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________

Phone Number (include area code)

❏ United States    ❏ Worldwide    ❏ Collection    ❏ Accumulation

Approximate value ________________________________________

Based on ________________________________________________

Brief description of stamps__________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Mystic Stamp Company
Attention:  Buying Department

9700 Mill Street, Camden, N.Y. 13316
Phone: 1-800-835-3609 Fax: 1-800-385-4919

StampBuyer@MysticStamp.comBA576

mailto:StampBuyer@MysticStamp.com
mailto:StampBuyer@MysticStamp.com
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Adirondack Stamp, Post
Card & Ephemera Club

Meets at 7;30 p.m. first and third Fridays at Glens 
Falls National Bank Community Room, South Street
Directions — Call Joe Kopczak before 9 p.m. at 518-761-0020

Club Meeting Throughout Summer
As has been the club’s tradition, we will meet throughout the summer, with formal pro-
grams on the first Friday of the month and open activities on the third Friday. The July 
1 program will be baseball on stamps, post cards, and ephemera, including autographs. 
The Aug. 5 subject will be on stamp designer autographs, and the special covers they 
design to showcase their stamps, including how to contact living designers. Meetings are 
open to all; Federation members are cordially invited.

Sherlock Holmes, Hanson Covers Available

The U.S. flower FDCs with full-color Sherlock Holmes cachets were introduced at our 
May 6 Sherlockian program. A few of 
the numbered edition of 100 remain at 
$10 postpaid. They will be signed on 
request, front or back. The program was 
an outstanding success. Two noted Sher-
lockians, Dr. Joseph Coppola, BSI, and 

“Hodge” Hodgeson of the Mycroft Holmes 
Society of Syracuse journeyed all that way 
and added greatly to the our enjoyment.

On April 27, 2003 the Glens Falls Post Office honored our club president with a “Doc” Han-
son Station pictorial postmark in recognition of him as the only artist whose original paint-
ings were flown to the moon. Color cachets — one in tribute to the Columbia astronauts and 
one with a portrait of “Doc” — are $6.60 per set postpaid, signed on request front only.

Checks or money orders for covers should be payable to William R. Hanson and sent to 
William R. Hanson MD, 78 W. Notre Dame, Glens Falls, NY 12801.



34 Stamp Insider  July /August 35

Buffalo Stamp Club
Meets twice monthly at 7:45 p.m. on Fridays

at VFW Leonard Post, Cheektowaga
Contact Al Carroccia — e-mail fuzzy9600@aol.com

Tesmer Presents Buffalo Postal History
The club ended its 2004–2005 season with a spectacular presentation of Buffalo Postal 
History by Irv Tesmer at the May Director’s Choice gathering. Irv’s exciting summary of 
the early cancellations and postmarks was supplemented by the remarkable covers from 
the Nate Calkins collection.

James Littell brought many zeppelin-related postal history items, including obscure covers 
from countries other than Germany, for his presentation of zeppelin postal history in April.

Directors Elected
We are pleased to announce that Littell, Bob Meegan, Floyd Silliman, and Kevin Suckow 
have been elected to three-year terms on the Board of Directors. President Rich Cropp 
continues to recuperate from his recent illness. The Board meets July 15 at the VFW Leon-
ard Post to elect officers for 2005–2006. 

Annual Picnic July 23

While the club is on summer hiatus, members and guests are reminded that the annual 
club picnic on July 23 at Meegan Manor, East Aurora. Food, Fun and an informal auction 
are guaranteed. Bring your appetites and your lots; see you there!

Doris E. McGurrin and Donald W. Schleining Die

The club has lost two more members. Long-time member Doris E. McGurrin died on 
April 29. Doris was a regular at the monthly auction and will be sorely missed.

Donald W. Schleining died on April 19 at the age of 74. He worked at Bethlehem Steel’s 
Lackawanna plant as a manager in the electrical maintenance department before his 
retirement in 1983. As an active participant in the Boy Scouts he garnered many awards 
expanding that interest into philately with his Scouts on Stamps.

Mere words cannot express the void Don leaves our club. The contributions he and Marge, 
his wife and also a club member, have made are too numerous to be listed. Don leaves a 
legacy ever be surpassed. His dedication to the club is legendary. Despite his poor health 
Don was a fixture at the monthly meetings and was always available for all club functions. 
The role he took designing the annual Buffalo Stamp Club cachet and postmark for Bufpex 
will never be forgotten. In tribute Don and Marge were awarded the Fred L. Kopp trophy 
for distinguished service to the Buffalo Stamp Club. Thank you Don.

 mailto:fuzzy9600@aol.com
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Central New York
First Day Cover Society

AFDCS Chapter 53
Contact John A. Cali, 613 W. 4th St., Fulton, NY 13069

e-mail rocket@dreamscape.com

Society Meets at Ropex
The First Day Cover Society met off site on June 17 at Ropex.  No minutes have been re-
ported from this meeting at press time.

Chapter representative is Rick Kase,  6 Starwood Drive, Rochester, NY 14625-2631.

The AFDCS has more than 50 active chapters. Some are groups of FDC specialists, featuring 
lively newsletters on their specialty. Other AFDCS Chapters are regional affiliates, giving 
AFDCS members opportunities to meet other local FDC collectors at regular meeting times. 
To form a chapter, contact: 

Foster E. Miller, III
AFDCS Chapter Coordinator
P.O. Box 44
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701

Famous New York First Days
Summer in New York … What does it mean? Well, the snow has finally melted and it is 
time to celebrate the great American things like the Fourth of July, boating, apple pie, and 
don’t forget New York’s favorite sport of baseball.

Lou Gehrig, aka the Iron Horse, was the first basemen of the New York Yankees from 
1925–1939. He set a record for playing in 2,130 consecutive games and had a lifetime bat-
ting average of .340. He was stricken with 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, now often 
referred to as “Lou Gehrig’s” disease, and 
died at the age of 38. Gehrig was honored 
with a stamp in 1989.

Notice the creativity of these cachets. 
First, they are both on 6!/™ envelopes. 
Stamp placement is unique as is the 
vertical instead of horizontal design. The 
Baseball Hall of Fame, located in Cooper-
stown, NY held first day ceremonies but 
some creative baseball fan also managed 
to get a first day cancel from Homer, NY! H
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Chenango Valley Stamp Club
 Contact Braden Houston, President
 2063 Spring St. Hamilton, NY 13346
 E-mail: bhouston@mail.colgate.edu

A Brief History of Hamilton — Part III
By Braden Houston
From the start religion has 
played an important role in 
the lives of the inhabitants of 
Hamilton. Nearly all of the 
earlier settlers were Baptist 
and on Nov. 16, 1796, they 
met in Samuel and Betsey 
Payne’s log cabin to estab-
lish the Baptist Church, with 
Samuel as its first deacon.

Religion and the educational institutions of early Hamilton were intimately intertwined. 
On Sept. 24, 1817, 13 men (seven lay and six clergy) met in Deacon Jonathan Olmstead’s 
home, just south of the present village boundary, and formed the Baptist Education Society. 
This Society founded a theological seminary in Hamilton in 1819 that was later to become 
Colgate University. It was chartered as Madison University in 1846. In 1890 its name was of-
ficially changed to Colgate University, in honor of the contributions of the Colgate family.

In 1853 three public schools were consolidated into the Union Free School. The Union 
School was damaged by fire in June 1899 and a new school was erected and dedicated on Jan. 
11, 1901. A dream that began in 1927 was realized with the opening of Community Memo-
rial Hospital in 1952. The village’s first newspaper, The Madison Farmer, appeared in 1828.

Shortly after 9 p.m. on Feb. 19, 1895, the cry of “Fire!” was heard and Hamilton’s volunteer 
fire department, organized in 1832, responded. The fire had started in the furniture store 
on Lebanon Street and quickly spread to surrounding buildings and across the street. 
About 2 a.m. the fire was under control, but the entire center of the business district was 
gone. Sixty-one businessmen and 16 families were burned out with losses estimated at 
$400,000. By October, much of the business district had been rebuilt. Needless to say, no 
centennial celebration was held in 1895.

From the late nineteenth century on, Hamilton has not changed markedly. While it remains a 
small, rural community, it has a vitality and vibrancy unusual in villages of comparable size.
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Dansville Area Coin & Stamp Club
P.O. Box 574, Dansville, NY  14437-0574

Ed Perry, President — David Wilkinson, Vice President
Susan Edwards, Secretary & Editor — Gerald Freeman, Jr., Treasurer

Contact Susan Edwards — e-mail see10@frontiernet.net

��
�
�
Coin-O-Rama Has Good Turnout
We had a good turnout for the Coin-O-Rama on Sunday, April 24. I don’t know the exact 
numbers yet, but will get them at our next meeting and I will pass them on.

We also had our raffle and had five winners. First place, a gold piece, went to Richard Leen-
houts; second place, 10 silver dollars, went to Joyce Cooper; third place, a Prestige Proof 
Set, went to Mitch Buchinger; fourth place, a 2004 Proof Set, went to Daniel Kingleys; and 
fifth place, a 2004 state quarter proof set, went to Virginia Sargent.

Club and Membership Information
The club meets the third Sunday of the month at 2 p.m. at Dansville Town Hall. Our 
meetings are, January, February, March, April, June, September, October, November, and 
December. We have a very nice Christmas party and meal at our December meeting as 
well as our Project Christmas auction. All proceeds go towards charity.

Our dues are $5 a year for adults and $1 a year for juniors. When you join you will get a 
newsletter sent to you every month in which we have a meeting. In this newsletter there is 
a list of the items being offered in the monthly auction. Every now and then we even have 
a guest speaker. We are always looking for new members. Come and sit in for a meeting 
and decide if you want to join, we have a lot of fun.

Prill, Fekete, Parsons Elected APS Vice Presidents
Ada M. Prill and George T. Fekete (right) 
have been reelected to the American Phil-
atelic Society Board of Vice Presidents, 
while Alan Parsons was elected for the 
first time. Parsons ran for the post when 
the current vice president, Ken Lawrence, 
did not seek reelection.

Prill and Fekete are members of Rochester Philatelic Association. Parsons is president of 
the Empire State Postal History Society and a member of the Elmira Stamp Club. Their 
slate garnered 2,523 votes, while a slate composed of Ernest E. Fricks of New Jersey, and 
Alan Warren and Stephen S. Washburne, both of Pennsylvania, received 1,888 votes.

Janet R. Klug, who ran unopposed, was reelected APS president.

Prill, Parsons, and Fekete
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Elmira Stamp Club
Meets at Bath National Bank Community Room,North 

Main and First streets, Elmira (use rear entrance). Doors 
open at 7 p.m., meeting at 8. Stamp circuit available.

Contact Alan Parsons — e-mail alatholleyrd@aol.com

Club Continues To Meet During Summer
Unlike many groups, the club meets during the summer. Plan to attend; you may find a 
stamp or cover you’ve sought, make a new friend, or learn something worthwhile about 
our hobby you didn’t know before.

Two Major Fall Events
The Elmira College Octagon Fair is an annual event on the campus. The club will have a table 
at the fair from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sept. 24. Judy Stewart is coordinating our efforts and 
needs volunteers to help set up, man, and break down the table. She will be at club meet-
ings or can be contacted by phone at 607-732-7075 or e-mail at marjuretired@aol.com.

You can help the stamp show by preparing an exhibit and lots for the Super Auction and 
distributing show cards for Stepex 2005 at the Arnot Mall Oct. 21 and 22. Information 
sheets and entry forms, as well as show cards are available at meetings or from Alan Par-
sons, phone 607-732-0181, e-mail alatholleyrd@aol.com. The Super Auction will be on 
Saturday, Sept. 22. Auction manager Don Dolan wants lot descriptions to be submitted 
at the August meeting.

Members in the News
• Jules Hojnowski of Ithaca has published her first book, Mark Twain’s Three Medieval 

Books Made Into Curriculums with the Use of Multiple Intelligences and Activities.
• Gordon Stratton of Corning, helped Campbell Postmaster Donna Woodcock 

cancel the commemorative covers she prepared for the Echotaps event that passed 
through the village on May 21. See page 27 for more information o the event.

Programs
July 19 —Auction
Aug. 16 — Slide program Stamp Printing Methods

Meeting Notes
April — 22 attended. The meeting was postponed by a week and held at Steele Memorial 
Library because of flooding on the lower level of Bath National Bank. Newly appointed 
Treasurer Don Dolan delivered 2003, 2004, and first quarter 2005 financial reports. He also 
reported on attending a three-day APS Seminar on fakes and forgeries at the new APS.

Continued on Page 51

mailto:alatholleyrd@aol.com
mailto:marjuretired@aol.com
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www.esphs.org
Membership information —

John A. Lange, Jr.
373 Root Road

Ballston Spa, NY 12020

Pine Camp Military Reservation
By Gerald F. Wiley 
In 1908, the first year of its operation, the post office at Pine Camp, N.Y., located near 
Watertown in Jefferson County, was open for only a short time. Established on June 1, it 
was discontinued on July 18. The first encampment at that site took place in June and July 
of that year. About 8,000 regular Army soldiers and National Guardsmen took part under 
the command of Maj. Gen. Frederick Dent Grant, son of President Ulysses S. Grant.

The post office was reestablished in 1910, discontinued in 1914, reopened briefly in 1917, and 
operated again from 1941 to 1944. Since 1974, the military reservation has been called Fort 
Drum. That name appears in the postmarks of the post office currently operating there.

When Pine Camp was expanded in 1941, more than 500 families and several small com-
munities were displaced. One post office was affected. When postmaster Merton J. Hoover 
closed his store and post office on Sept. 30, 1941, postal service at Sterlingville, which had 
been initiated in 1839, came to an end.
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Alpha and Omega — A post office was established at Pine Camp (now Fort Drum) in 
June 1908. Expansion of the military base in 1941 forced the eviction of several small 
communities, which inlcuded the post office at Sterlingville.

http://www.esphs.org
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Finger Lakes Stamp Club
Meetings at Geneva

    Les Morse, President — Dave Himes, Vice President
Gary Chicoine, Treasurer — James Darnell, Secretary 

Contact 136 Lock St., Clyde, NY 14433
315•923•7355 — e-mail jdarnell@novocon.net

Three Lifetime Memberships Bestowed
In appreciation for their long association and dedication to the Finger Lakes Stamp Club, 
we have proudly bestowed lifetime memberships to three more members. Sam Braver-
man of Geneva, Angie Hope of Waterloo, and William Scheetz of Newark join current 
lifetime member Roy Johnston. Congratulations to all.

Fonda Cachets Available

We have a few first day of issue cachets 
for the recent Henry Fonda commemo-
rative stamp. The cachet features the 
two Life magazine covers on which 
the actor appeared. This cachet can be 
ordered by sending $2 per cachet and 
a #10 sase to Gil Lewis, 502 Rt. 88 S., 
Newark, NY 14513.

Social Events

FLSC members recently enjoyed two social events. In May we had our annual dish-to-
pass supper and a month later at the end of June we all got together at the home of 
club members, John and Virginia Bourke, south of Newark for our annual picnic and 
anything auction.

Sandwiched between those two events, club member Don Morgan, of Lyons presented a 
very interesting program about collecting Christmas Seals.

Club Adds Summer Meetings

 We have recently decided to begin summer meetings — one on the fourth Wednesday of 
July and August. The past couple of seasons we have had to cancel at least two meetings in 
the winter, so we thought we’d reduce our number of meetings in January and February to 
one per month instead of the usual two, and replace them with summer sessions.

Special Cancellation
On May 7, under the direction of Gil Lewis of Newark, the FLSC conducted a special can-
cellation at the season opening of Sonnenberg Gardens in Canandaigua. Gil is also arrang-
ing a special cancellation for the annual Peppermint Days festival in Lyons in July.

http://
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Fort Orange Stamp Club
P.O. Box 5475

Albany, NY 12205-0475
George McGowan, President — Rick Harringer, First Vice President

Jim Kirby, Second Vice President — Ray Coco, Treasurer
Maris Tirums, Secretary — e-mail mxtirums@hotmail.com

Banquet Highlights the Year
The highlight of the year was 
the spring banquet at the 
prestigious University Club. 
Member Don Meserve, as in 
the past, was instrumental in 
organizing the evening, with 
the help of Vicki Miller and 
Ray Coco. Secretary Maris 
Tirums produced a fine 
philatelic favor for all the 
guests, and the food was excellent. Outgoing president 
Don Van Hoesen read the traditional parting poem.

The speaker was Guy Dillaway who treated us to an 
education on the Cape of Good Hope triangles on cover. 
Many of the items shown are unique, or only one of a 
few. Guy is a wealth of information on rates, destina-
tions, routes, and the geography and history of the re-
gion. We look forward to his soon to be published book.

Auction
Many members look forward to our club auctions. On 
April 26 they were not disappointed. Auctioneer Joe 
Rudnick lead some spirited bidding on 135 lots. There 
is always such a wide variety of material, and something 
for everyone so that all leave happy, buyers and sellers.

Tri-Club Picnic and Auction
The Tri-Club picnic and auction will be at the Mill Creek Restaurant (formerly Kristal’s 
Inn) on Rt. 50 in Scotia  on July 10.

New Officers
New officers are president, George McGowan; first vice president, Rick Harringer; and second 
vice president,  Jim Kirby. Reelected were: secretary, Maris Tirums; and treasurer, Ray Coco.

Maris Tirums, flanked by John A. Lange, Jr.. and Mrs. Tirums, 
receives a lifetime membership at the spring banquet. 
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Ft. Stanwix Stamp Club, Inc.
Incorporating Community Stamp Club

Steven Stawiarz, President — Joseph Occhipinti, Vice President
Lavinia Tilton, Treasurer — Joe Christofaro, Secretary

e-mail jchrist6@twcny.rr.com
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Rome Honored by Canada
In late May, the City of Rome was honored by Canada. It is the first American city to receive 
the Canadian flag to be flown alongside of the American flag each day. This honor is the re-
sult of U.S.–Canadian cooperation under 
the North American Aerospace Defense 
Command (norad) and the NorthEast Air 
Defense Sector (neads) military mission.

A contingent of Canadian military has 
been stationed in Rome for many years 
providing, along with our own American 
airmen and women, protection from in-
vasion and attack by air. In fact, it was the 
Rome neads that scrambled the jets on 
9/11 in response to the hijacking of the 
four airliners used by terrorists to attack 
the U.S.

A program with the 37-cent flag stamp 
received a U.S. Postal Service special cancel 
in honor of the event. The club applied and 
cancelled the programs for the city and 
all attendees received one as a souvenir. 
Both Mayor James F. Brown of Rome and 
the Commander of the Canadian Military 
contingent received framed and mounted 
programs with the special cancellation.

Special Covers
The FSSC looks forward to two more special cancels and covers to be released in July and 
August. On July 1 there will be a cover and special cancel available commemorating the 
opening of the new Willet’s Center Museum and Information Center at the Fort Stanwix 
National Monument in downtown Rome. Not many communities can brag of having a 
real national park in the center of their downtown.

Continued on Page 55
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Fulton Stamp Club
P.O. Box 401 — Fulton, NY 13069

Tom Schneider, President — Lori Orr, Interim Vice President
John A. Cali, Secretary — Penny Schneider, Treasurer

Club Has Productive Season
The Fulton Stamp Club had a productive 2004–2005 season. There were more projects on 
the burner this year than previously. The group sponsored two pictorial cancels and may 
participate in more such events.

Memorial Day Cover
The most recent was for the Memorial Day celebration on May 28. Such cancellations may 
be obtained up to 30 days from the date of the event. By the time you read this the time to 
obtain the cancel will have expired. The #10 cacheted covers may be obtained from John 
A. Cali, 613 W. 4th St., Fulton, NY 13069 for $2 each plus a sase.

An Unexpected Trip
John A. Cali missed the May meeting due to an unexpected and pleasurable trip abroad. 
He hopes to provide details on this adventure very soon.

Summer Shows
There usually are fewer stamp shows in the summer due to most clubs adjourning. Vaca-
tions usually follow. There are, however, two shows that I can think of. They are both 
mentioned in other areas of Stamp Insider. July features the 1000 Island Stamp, Coin & 
Collectible show in Clayton while the other is the RS Stamp Show held during August in 
Rochester. [Editor’s note: Actually there are two shows in July and three in August. See 
Shows & Bourses on page 54]

Local Events
Two local events in July are the Oswego County Fair being held in Sandy Creek and Har-
borfest on the last weekend in Oswego.
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Leatherstocking Stamp Club
Meets at 7:30 p.m. the first Tuesday at 28 Pioneer Street

Bill Samuelson, President — Bill Highfield, Vice President
Peter Craig, Treasurer — Albert Keck, Youth Program

Ellen Tillapaugh, Newsletter Editor; e-mail kuchtill@verizon.net
Correspondence to 28 Pioneer St., Cooperstown, NY 13326

Stamp Collecting Month
Tom Fortunato in the APS Chapter Activities 
Committee Newsletter volunteered to insert  
Club information in this special cancel com-
memorating Stamp Collecting Month.  Ellen 
contacted him with our Club’s information and 
she is completing the U.S. Postal Service applica-
tion for use of the cancel.     

The USPS is issuing four stamps with constella-
tions on Oct. 1.  This cancel is a woodcut design 
featuring the winged horse and constellation 
Pegasus.  

Club Cancel for October
The October meeting has been changed to the 
second Tuesday, Oct. 11, so this cancel that is 
valid only during October can be used on our 
newsletter. Club members can plan to make 
their own cachets with this on Oct. 3 as well.  
Let’s promote stamp collecting!!

Membership
Individuals wishing to join the LSC should send 
their dues of  $3 to  Leatherstocking Stamp Club, 
Attn. Peter Craig,  28 Pioneer St., Cooperstown, 
NY 13326.

Programs for Balance of 2005
July — No meeting
Aug. 2 — American Topical Association slide show  The Columbian Exposition
Sept. 6  —  Return to Sender by Albert Keck
Oct. 11 — Cooperstown’s Crash Mail by Ellen Tillapaugh
Nov. 1 — World War II Patriotic Covers by Albert Keck
December — No meeting — Enjoy the holidays

mailto:kuchtill@capital.net
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Olean Area Stamp Club
Meets  at 7:30 p.m. the first Monday

at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 109 S. Barry St.
Ronald J. Yeager, President — Fred Printz, Vice President

Jack Searles, Secretary — Richard Heiser, Treasurer
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Club’s Membership is Growing
Treasurer Richard Heiser reported at the April meeting that we now have 25 paid mem-
bers. It was decided at this meeting to have the Stamp Insider sent to each member since it 
will cost only five cents more per member than a drop shipment. This way every member 
benefits should they miss a monthly meeting.

President Ronald J. Yeager reported that Stamp Insider Editor Albert W. Starkweather is 
looking for some history on the Olean Stamp Club with a request to forward to him. The 
current club was reformed after its previous entity had disbanded.

A thank you letter was read from Sister Jane Margaret for our donation to help defray 
costs associated with her youth philatelic projects.

Olepex Flyers Distributed

Flyers are being distributed for the Olepex 2005 show to be held Sept. 17 at the John Ash 
Community Center at 112 N. Barry St. in Olean. The center is one block east of the inter-
section of Routes 417 and 16. It was voted on to place an ad in the Stamp Insider for the 
Olepex show.

A monthly auction was held with proceeds of $11.17 generated for the club. The program 
was a APS slide presentation on the stamps of Hawaii.

Stamp Camp Postponed

Heiser reported at the May meeting  that we now have 27 paid members. Stamp Camp USA 
that was to be held at the Bradford Library has been postponed due to lack of response. 
The Boy Scouts are interested, but suggested November or December. The trainer for this 
will try again in late fall or early winter when there is nothing else going on.

Olepex Has Dealers Waiting List

Yeager announced that we now have a dealers waiting list for the Olepex 2005 show. Con-
tracts will be sent out in June. It was decided to advertise our show in Linn’s Stamp News 
for one month.

President Ron also announced that John J. Nunes would be the speaker for our June meet-
ing. The monthly auction generated a commission of $13.28 for the club. The program for 
the evening on the Alaskan mails was well received.
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Oswego Stamp Club
Meets at 6 p.m. the fourth Monday

at Faith United Church, 12 Fitzgibbons Drive
Leigh LeClair, President — Matt Roy, Vice President

John A. Cali, Secretary — Matt Roy, Treasurer

The Dootlittle House or the Hotel Deep Rock
The Doolittle House was a successful ho-
tel enterprise located on West First Street 
in Oswego. This card from 1887 shows 
that Charles Bush was proprietor.

Within a few years, the establishment 
changed hands, and with it came a new 
name. The Hotel Deep Rock as it was 
known, is shown in this postcard op-
posite the Oswego Customs House and 
Post Office.

Note the weather apparatus on the roof of 
the Customs House where daily weather 
information was collected and forwarded 
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Pictorial Cancels
Two pictorial cancels will be available this 
summer in Oswego County. The first, be-
ing used on July 2 at the Oswego County 
Fair in Sandy Creek, NY, pictures a bal-
loon. The design is by Heather Sweeting.

The second, to be used on Aug. 6, fea-
tures a drawing of the Minetto Union 
School in honor of its charter 100 years 
ago. This design was 
created for the Magic 
in Minetto days cel-
ebration, by Heather 
Sweeting in conjunc-
tion with Crystal 
Rotherforth, Minetto 
school art teacher.G
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Rochester Philatelic
Association

http://www.geocities.com/rpastamps
Doors open at 7 p.m., meetings start at 7:30

e-mail jdoles@rochester.rr.com

Top Awards at Ropex 2005
Fred Fawn won the grand Award for Canada — Imperial Penny Postage 1898 at Ropex 2005 
on June 10–12. He will represent Ropex at StampShow 2005 in Grand Rapids, MI. Reserve 
grand went to James Kotanchic for 100 Years of U.S. Official Seals.

General Class (An asterisk denotes an RPA member)
All awards may be viewed at www.geocities.com/rpastamps/ropex.html.

Gold — Jonathan W. Becker British Palestine, 1917–1920; Douglas N. and Nancy B. Clark* 
The Massachusetts Island Counties; Vincent De Luca The Olive: Olea Europaea; Fred Fawn 
Canada — Imperial Penny Postage 1898; Vesma Grinfelds The Airpost Issues of Lithuania: A 
Traditional Study; James Kotanchic 100 Years of U.S. Official Seals; Alfred Kugel The Allied 
Intervention in Russia 1918–1925; Jeffrey Shapiro The Beleaguered German Mark; Stephen L. 
Suffet* U.S. Third Class Mail: the First 100 Years, 1863–1963; and Kimber A. Wald Canada 
1927 Historical and Confederation Anniversary Issues.
Vermeil — Daniel A. Brouillette The Government Post Office in New York City: 1842 to 
1900; Dr. Ed Laveroni Imperial Cancels of the Trans-Siberian Railroad, Chelyabinsk to Chita; 
and Richard Woodward The World Cup of Soccer.
Silver — Mark A. Butterline Falkland Islands — War and Aftermath; David A. Cooper, 
Sr. UK Trans-Atlantic Mail: The 1s3d (15 pence) Rate with Multiples and Variations; Lloyd A. 
de Vries Weird Stuff: Unusual Modern First Day Covers; Robert Meegan The United States 
Large Banknote Issues of 1870 to 1890; George Nicholson Irish History Through The Post: 
1800–2000; Alan Parsons* Corning, NY Postal History; Daryl Reiber Ethiopia 1942–1974: 
The Hailé Selassié Years; Donald Schurr* Spanish Postal History: A General Overview 
1811–1880; Raymond M. Stone* 3¢ Handcar — Rochester’s First Transportation Coil; and 
Raymond M. Stone* Woldenburg POW Camp.

Single Frame Class
Grand award went to James Kotanchic for The Official Seals of Egypt.
Gold — Fred Fawn 1919 Hungarian Council Republic Issue; James Kotanchic The Official 
Seals of Egypt; and Robert C. Stein World War II and Nauru.
Vermeil — Mark A. Butterline Pitcairn Islands First Definitive Series Postal History; Ste-
phen L. Suffet* Foreign Air Mail Route and Rate Usages of the United States 30c Winged Globe 
Air Mail Stamp of 1939; and Steven Zwillinger Indian One-Quarter Anna Postcard of 1902.

Continued on Page 49

http://www.geocities.com/rpastamps
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Schenectady Stamp Club
Meets at 7:30 p.m. the first Monday

at Union Presbyterian Church, 1068 Park Ave.
Michael Mellnick, President — Stephen E. Gray, Secretary
Dr. John J. Nunes, Treasurer — Ron Ratchford, Historian

Dr. Joseph Y. Rudnick, Librarian.

Club Reelects Officers
Officers of the Schenectady Stamp Club reelected for the upcoming 2005–2006 philatelic year 
are president, Michael Mellnick; secretary, Stephen E. Gray; treasurer, Dr. John J. Nunes; his-
torian, Ronald Ratchford; and librarian, Dr. Joseph Y. Rudnick. The vice presidency is open. 
The new member contact person is Dr. John J. Nunes, nunesnook@aol.com, 518-399-8395.

Group Enjoys Auctions, Programs
Our club over the past year has enjoyed two of our own club’s auctions, a Tri-Club auction, 
as well as presentations on philately. The subjects by members covered such diverse topics 
as Fiji, submarine mail, philatelic journeys, and single page night. The Tri-Club picnic and 
auction in cooperation with Fort Orange Stamp Club and Uncle Sam Stamp Club is scheduled 
July 10 at the soon to be opened Mill Creek Restaurant (formerly Kristal’s Inn) on Rt. 50 in 
Scotia . The 2005–2006 program will be developed this summer in conjunction with the 
Fort Orange and Uncle Sam clubs.

Newest Member Dies
This year our newest member, William Davis, 86, died and is sorely missed.

Ropex Awards — Continued from Page 48

Silver — Dr. Ed Laveroni The Pre-Adhesive Cancels of St. Petersburg 1765–1859 and Ste-
phen L. Suffet* Northbound by Air: U.S. Air Mail Rates to Canada, 1920–1948.

Youth Class
Youth Grand award went to Kurt H. Glatzfelder for The Vostok Program.

Gold — Kurt H. Glatzfelder The Vostok Program.

Vermeil — Dzintars Grinfelds Latvian Machine Cancellations: 1920–1944. His Central 
Lithuania represents Ropex in the U.S. and Canadian World Series of Philately shows.

Silver — Andrew Hodge Baseball.

Rochester Philatelic Association
Larry R. Moriarty Sr. Memorial Award — Kurt H. Glatzfelder The Vostok Program; 
Andy Hale Award (excellence in a non-postal history exhibit by an RPA Member) — Ray-
mond M. Stone* Woldenburg POW Camp; and the Dusty Miller Award (excellence in a 
postal history exhibit by an RPA Member — Douglas N. and Nancy B. Clark* The Mas-
sachusetts Island Counties.

mailto:nunesnook@aol.com
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Syracuse Stamp Club
Meets at 8 p.m. on the first and third Fridays

Correspondence to President Lynn Goodfellow
P.O. Box 3436, Syracuse, NY 13220

Columnist Daniel A. Piazza — dpiazza@twcny.rr.com.

Exhibit Your Collection at Syrapex ’05
The club is seeking exhibitors for the biannual Syrapex ‘05, to be held Nov. 12–13. Be-
cause Syrapex is a local show judged by SSC members, the atmosphere is relaxed and 
casual rather than competitive. This makes it a great opportunity for first-time exhibi-
tors, especially young collectors, to “take the plunge” and try their hand at exhibiting 
their collections.

You do not have to be a member of the SSC to exhibit at Syrapex, nor is it necessary to own 
rare or exotic stamps to create an educational, colorful, and interesting exhibit. The only 
requirements are a desire to showcase your collection, have fun, and exercise your creativ-
ity — all at the same time!

For a prospectus, official entry forms, and additional information, contact Exhibit Chair-
man Mike Ammann, 217 Inwood Drive, Syracuse NY 13219, phone 315-468-3710.

Member Spotlight
• Robert Claassen, a member from 1974–1976, has rejoined after nearly 30 years. 

He collects and trades US pre-1975 singles, plate blocks, and full sheets. You see, it’s 
never too late to come back!

• Mike Ammann was recently interviewed on WMHR-FM about the club and its 
activities.

• Past president Ray Stummer is out of the hospital and at home recovering from a 
recent illness.

Programs
July 1 — Cover Night; members bring a favorite cover to show and talk about
July 15 — Everyone a Dealer Night
July 29 — Auction
Aug. 5 — Stamp Quiz with prizes; topic TBA
Aug. 19 — Auction
Sept. 2 — Geography and Stamps Stamp Quiz with prizes

Talk Back
Comments and contributions for this column may be sent to dpiazza@twcny.rr.com. 
Items for the Member Spotlight are especially desired. All other correspondence should 
be sent to President Lynn Goodfellow at the address above.

mailto:dpiazza@twcny.rr.com
mailto:dpiazza@twcny.rr.com
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Tri-County Stamp Club
Sidney, New York 13838

Meets at 7 p.m. the third Monday at Sidney Civic Center
Contact Robert Finnegan, 10 O’Neill Drive, Oneonta, NY 13820

E-mail: rfinnegan@stny.rr.com — 607•432•8141

Club Elects New Officers
The Tri-County Stamp Club had its election of officers for the 2005–2006 philatelic year 
this June. Spike Paranya assumed leadership of the club as our new president after serving 
as its vice president for a number of years. He will be replacing long-time president Albert 
Guenzburger. Bill Bauer is serving as our secretary and Bob Finnegan will once again serve 
as our treasurer.

Final Meeting of Year
The club members dined at the Sidney Golf and Country Club for their final meeting of 
the year. The Program Committee met at that time, but the program for this coming Sep-
tember–June still was not completely put together at the time of this printing.

Club Helps Washington 2006
Members sent many stamps, on and off paper, to Washington 2006 World Philatelic Ex-
hibition and the Tri-County membership is curious if any other clubs within the Stamp 
Insider circulation were contributing as well. It is a great way to get beginning philatelists 
some inexpensive and unwanted material.

New Members Sought
The Tri-County Stamp Club does not meet in July or August, but are looking for new 
members in the Susquehanna basin of New York State to join us in September. If there are 
any interested subscribers to the Stamp Insider who live nearby, feel free to join us. Our 
contact person is Bob Finnegan, phone 607-432-8141. We would love to have you.

Elmira Stamp Club — Continued from Page 39

headquarters in Bellefonte, PA. His report prompted general discussion of expertizing 
services and related matters. President Mike Breed concluded the meeting with the APS 
slide program When U.S. Presidents Die.

May — 19 attended. The club cast its ballot in the APS elections. Don Dolan advised on 
Super Auction matters. Alan Parsons urged members to attend Ropex June 10–12 and 
reported on attending the dedication of the monument at APS headquarters to early 
airmail pilots. Two members brought one-page exhibits: Judy Stewart showed postcards 
depicting pipe organs and Parsons showed Corning fancy cancels from the 1860s. Mike 
Breed and Don Dolan called an auction of 14 lots, selling eight for $18.50 and netting the 
club $1.90 in commissions.

mailto:rfinnegan@stny.rr.com
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Uncle Sam Stamp Club
P.O. Box 335 — Troy, New York 12181-0335

Terrill S. Miller, President
Phil Hicks & George McGowan, Vice Presidents

John Mangione, Secretary — John J. Nunes, Treasurer

Imprinted Revenues Described
Guest Ray Majors spoke about imprinted or pre-printed revenues at the meeting on 
April 6. With the Civil War costing tremendous sums, just about every transaction was 
taxed. A few selected printers were allowed to print revenue stamps onto checks, stocks,  
bonds, and other documents. More information may be found in the Scott U.S. Special-
ized catalogue. For another side of the Civil War tax, see The Luxury Tax on Cartes d’Visite 
on Page 14.

U.S. Transportation Coils
Phil Hicks spoke April 20 on the U.S. Transportation coils of 1981 to 1995. These depict 
53 different forms of transportation and yield 281 different plate numbers. The first was 
the 18-cent surrey; the last was the 20-cent cog railway.  With bulk rate, tagging, presorted, 
precanceled, miscuts, etc, collecting this series can be great fun.

Officers Reelected 
At the May 4 annual meeting and George Habert night, the secretary cast one vote for 
continuation of the same officers. Habert, the club’s first honorary member, died in 1953.  
In 1954 the club began to honor him annually with a members’ single-page  night.  Indi-
viduals display and explain one of their favorite pages from their collection.

Spring Banquet Attended by 24
The May 18 Spring Banquet 
at Holmes and Watson was 
attended by 24 of the mem-
bers.  Phil Harris provided 
the flowers, Peg Kocien-
ski supplied the door prizes, 
and Vicki Miller handed 
out some very thoughtful 
favors.  Everyone had a very 
nice time.

Summer Picnics
The Tri-Club picnic and auction will be at the Mill Creek Restaurant (formerly Kristal’s Inn) on 
Rt. 50 in Scotia  on July 10. Phil Hicks will host the summer picnic at his house on Aug 21.

Banquet Guests —  Guests at the Spring Banquet includ-
ed, from left, President Terrill S. Miller, Vice President Phil 
Hicks, Peg Kocienski , Frank Traver, and Walt Sabin.
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Youngsters’ Exhibit
Janet Collmer, left, leader of the St. 
Mary’s School Stamp Club, Clinton, 
and Sister Jane Margaret, leader of 
the Good Shepherd Stamp Club, 
Utica, display one of the children’s 
exhibits at St. Margaret’s house on 
April 16. (See other photo page 26.)

Utica Stamp Club
Meets at 7 p.m. the first Tuesday
at New Hartford Public Library 

Jerome Wagner, President — Richard Drumm, Vice President
Wayne Turkowski, Recording Secretary

Jerry Cunningham, Corresponding Secretary — Rick Snow, Treasurer

Mini Stamp Show at Held Convent
Sister Jane Margaret held a mini stamp show at her convent on April 16. Three boys from 
St. Mary’s Catholic School in Clinton exhibited. Topics were Abraham Lincoln, birds and 
animals, holidays-flags, air mail stamps, dogs and cats, fish, famous women, and Zimbabwe. 
Nick Scoones displayed a panel of planes and airmail stamps. Tim Doyle and Matt Waskie-
wicz displayed panels of stamps from Zimbabwe. All three students are in fourth grade at St. 
Mary’s and are participants in a weekly stamp club taught by Janet Collmer, a club member.

Sister Jane Margaret also developed another stamp exhibit at the House of the Good Shep-
herd in Utica, New York. These exhibits were developed by teenagers from the House of the 
Good Shepherd, home schoolers, and students who are affiliated with Grace church in Mo-
hawk, New York under the leadership Dick Drumm, a club member and church member.

New Treasurer
The only change in officers for the coming year is the treasurer. Rick Snow is moving out 
of state and will be replaced by Larry Griswold. All officers were to be installed at a dinner 
meeting at a local restaurant for our June meeting.

Program Substituted
The program for our May meeting was changed at the last moment due to a club member’s 
accident. Larry Griswold, a very knowledgeable club member, graciously gave an interest-
ing talk on stamps during the period of Adolph Hitler and Nazi Germany.

No Meetings in July and August
No meetings during July and August. Have a safe and joyous summer.Ju
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Shows
& Bourses

July
17 — Albany

Capital District Stamp Show, 
Clarion Hotel, 3 Watervliet 
Ave. 10–4. Bourse. John J. 
Nunes, 518-399-8395,
e-mail: nunesnook@aol.com.

23–24 — Clayton
27th Coin, Stamp, Postcard, 
Gem, Mineral, Paper & 
Collectibles Show, Clayton 
Arena. Saturday 10–5, Sun-
day 10–2. Bourse. George 
A. Mingle, e-mail: gmingle@
1000islandsschools.org.

August
6–7 — Niagara Falls

Niagara Frontier Coin Club 
Collectors’ Show/Expo ’05, 
Elks Lodge 346, 1805 Fac-
tory Outlet Blvd. Stamps, 
coins, postcards. Saturday 
10–5, Sunday 10–4. Frank 
Munzi, 716-633-4104.

7 — Rochester
RS Stamp Show, Eagle’s 
Club, 1200 Buffalo Road. 
10-4. Bourse. John J. Nunes, 
518-399-8395, e-mail: 
nunesnook@aol.com.

21 — Albany
Capital District Stamp Show, 
Clarion Hotel, 3 Watervliet 
Ave. 10–4. Bourse. John J. 
Nunes, 518-399-8395,
e-mail: nunesnook@aol.com.

West Seneca Shows
There are no West Seneca 
Stamp, Coin, Postcards and 
Collectibles shows scheduled 
during July and August. The 
shows will return in Septem-
ber. See ad on Page 55 for 
the new fall schedule.
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������� ��� ���� ���� ��� ���� �� �������� ������� ������� �� �����Giant Quiz Answers
1. B,  2. C,  3. B,  4. B,  5. B,  
6. B,  7. B,  8. C,  9. A, 10. C, 
11. A, 12. B, 13. C, 14. B, 
15. C, 16. B, 17. B, 18. C, 
19. B, 20. A, 21. A, 22. C, 
23. B, 24. B, 25. B, 26. A, 
27. B, 28. B, 29. C, 30. A, 
31. B, 32. B, 33. B, 34. A, 
35. C, 36. C, 37. C, 38. B, 
39. C, 40. B, 41. B, 42. C, 
43. B, 44. B, 45. B

Rome —  from Pg. 43

Aug. 3 brings the annual Ft. 
Stanwix Day cover and com-
memorative cancellation. Ev-
ery year  since 1958 the club 
produces this in recognition 
of the start of the siege at the 
original fort. History marks it 
as one of the turning points 
in American history.

Both covers are available 
from Joseph O. Christofaro, 
607 E. Dominick St., Rome 
NY 13440, for $3 each or 
two for $5 with an SASE.

Stamps Go Private
The Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing (BEP) printed its last 
postage stamps on June 10. 
Private printers will produce 
all the nation’s stamps, a de-
cision that U.S. Postal Service 
officials say will save tens 
of millions of dollars a year. 
The BEP will concentrate on 
printing currency.

mailto:geolotus@nycap.rr.com
http://www.lifatec.com
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Adirondack Stamp, Post Card & Ephemera Club (APS Chapter 1276)
Meets 1st and 3rd Fridays most months at 7:30 p.m. at Glens Falls National Bank Community Room.
Contact: Dr. William R. Hanson, 78 W. Notre Dame, Glens Falls, NY 12801
E-mail: drhanson@localnet.com Phone: 518-798-9592

Buffalo Stamp Club (APS Chapter 37)
Meets twice monthly on Fridays at 7:45 p.m. VFW Leonard Post, 2450 Walden Ave., Cheektowaga.
Contact: Al Carroccia, 152 Windmill Road, West Seneca, NY 14218
E-mail: fuzzy9600@aol.com Phone: 716-674-0302

Central New York First Day Cover Society (AFDCS Chapter 53)
In reorganization. New members being sought.
Contact: John Cali, 613 W. 4th St., Fulton, NY 13069-3104
E-mail: rocket@dreamscape.com  Phone: 315-592-4441

Chenango Valley Stamp Club (APS Chapter 781)
Meets 1st Monday of the month at Alana Cultural Center, Colgate University Campus.
Contact: Braden Houston, President, 2063 Spring St. Hamilton, NY 13346
E-mail: bhouston@mail.colgate.edu

Dansville Area Coin & Stamp Club (APS Chapter 1196)
Meets 3rd Sunday at Dansville Town Hall, Clara Barton Street., at 2 p.m. from September through June.
Contact: Susan Edwards, c/o DACC, P.O. Box 574, Dansville, NY  14437-0574
E-Mail: see10@frontiernet.net Phone: 585-335-8663

Elmira Stamp Club (APS Chapter 237)
Meets 3rd Tuesday at Community Room, Bath National Bank, North Main and First streets (rear entrance).
Contact: Alan Parsons, 809 Holley Road, Elmira, NY 14901
E-mail: alatholleyrd@aol.com Phone: 607-732-0181

Empire State Postal History Society (APS Unit 28)
Meets 1st Sunday in May and October.
Contact: John A. Lange, Jr., 373 Root Road, Ballston Spa, NY 12020-3227 Phone: 518-882-6373
E-mail: gestus@westelcom.com www.esphs.org

Finger Lakes Stamp Club (APS Chapter 428)
Meets 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 8 p.m. at Sawdust Cafe, NYS Agricultural Experiment Station, Geneva.
Contact: James Darnell, 136 Lock St., Clyde, NY 14433
E-mail: jdarnell@novocon.net Phone: 315-923-7355

Fort Orange Stamp Club (APS Chapter 138)
Meets 2nd & 4th Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. at Bethany Reformed Church Community Center, 760 New Scotland 
Ave., Albany.
Contact: Maris Tirums, P.O. Box 5475, Albany NY 12205-0475
E-mail: mxtirums@hotmail.com Phone: 518-438-1657

Fort Stanwix Stamp Club, Inc. of Rome, New York (APS Chapter 1227)
Meets 2nd & 4th Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at Rome Municipal Building, 2nd Floor.
Contact: Joe Christofaro, 201 Maple St., Rome, NY 13440
E-mail: jchrist6@twcny.rr.com Phone: 315-337-9608

Fulton Stamp Club (APS Chapter 1193)
Meets 3rd Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the Hughes Building, 314 Park St.
Contact: Tom Schneider, 15 W. First St., Fulton, NY 13069
E-mail: rocket@dreamscape.com Phone: 315-592-4441

Ithaca Stamp Club (APS Chapter 210)
Meets 2nd & 4th Wednesday from 7:30–9:30 p.m. in Room 384, Morrison Hall, on the Cornell University 
Campus. Parking available in back. Front door locked after 8 p.m.
Contact: Howard Schlieder, 511 Linn St., Ithaca, NY 14850 E-mail: yszekely@twcny.rr.com

Leatherstocking Stamp Club (APS Chapter 1334)
Meets 1st Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. in the home of George Tillapaugh, 28 Pioneer St., Cooperstown.
Contact: Ellen Tillapaugh, 80 Beaver St., Cooperstown, NY 13326 E-mail: kuchtill@verizon.net

Olean Area Stamp Club (APS Chapter 1442)
Meets 1st Monday (1 week later on legal holidays) at 7:30 p.m. at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 109 S. Barry St.
Contact: Leslie Crane, R1, Box 832, Shinglehouse, PA 16748 E-mail: searles@adelphia.net

Oswego Stamp Club (APS Chapter 728)
Meets 4th Monday at 6 p.m. at Faith United Church, 12 Mark Fitzgibbons Drive.
Contact: Leigh LeClair, 212 Murray St., Oswego, NY 13126
E-mail: pleclair@northnet.org  Phone: 315-342-5653

Rochester Philatelic Association (APS Chapter 207)
Meets 2nd & 4th Thursday 7 p.m. at Twelve Corners Presbyterian Church, 1200 S. Winton Road.
Contact: Joe Doles, P.O. Box 10206, Brighton Station, Rochester, NY 14610-0206 Phone: 585-621-3012
E-mail: jdoles@rochester.rr.com www.geocities.com/rpastamps

Clubs & Contacts

mailto:drhanson@localnet.com
mailto:rocket@dreamscape.com
mailto:bhouston@mail.colgate.edu
mailto:see10@frontiernet.net
mailto:alatholleyrd@aol.com
mailto:gestus@westelcom.com
http://www.esphs.org
mailto:jdarnell@novocon.net
mailto:mxtirums@hotmail.com
mailto:jchrist6@twcny.rr.com 
mailto:rocket@dreamscape.com
mailto:yszekely@twcny.rr.com
mailto:kuchtill@capital.net
mailto:searles@eznet.net
mailto:searles@adelphia.net
mailto:pleclair@northnet.org
mailto:stamptmf@frontiernet.net
mailto:jdoles@rochester.rr.com
http://www.geocities.com/rpastamps 
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St. Lawrence International Stamp Club
Meets 1st Thursday at Massena Library at 7  p.m.; 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m. at Cornwall, Ontario, Library.
Contact: Pat Rourk, 3 Morton St., Norwood, NY 13668-1100
E-mail: prourk@twcny.rr.com Phone: 315-353-8892

Schenectady Stamp Club (APS Chapter 153)
Meets 1st Monday at 7:30 p.m. at Union Presbyterian Church.
Contact: John J. Nunes, 80 Fredericks Rd., Scotia, NY 12302 Phone: 518-399-8395
E-mail: nunesnook@aol.com

Syracuse Stamp Club (APS Chapter 50)
Meets 1st & 3rd Friday at 8 p.m. at the Reformed Church of Syracuse.
Contact: Allen Swift, P.O. Box 3436, Syracuse, NY 13220
E-mail: agsses@aol.com Phone: 315-457-3201

Tri-County Stamp Club (APS Chapter 292)
Meets the 3rd Monday at 7 p.m. at Sidney Civic Center.
Contact: Robert Finnegan, 10 O’Neill Drive, Oneonta, NY 13820
E-mail: rfinnegan@stny.rr.com Phone: 607-432-8141

Uncle Sam Stamp Club of Troy (APS Chapter 240)
Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at Holmes & Watson Ltd., 450 Broadway.
Contact: Terrill Miller, P.O. Box 335, Troy, NY 12181-0335 
E-mail: unclesamty@aol.com Phone: 518-869-6872

Utica Stamp Club (APS Chapter 66)
Meets 1st Tuesday of the month (except July and August) at New Hartford Town Library.
Contact: G. M. Cunningham, P.O. Box 374, Washington Mills, NY 13479
E-mail: Jerryc50nh@aol.com Phone: 315-736-1965

Federation Officers
President: John J. Nunes.............................................................................................nunesnook@aol.com
Secretary: John A. Cali ....................................................................................... rocket@dreamscape.com
Treasurer: Stephen E. Gray...................................................................................................  518-372-9866
Adirondacks VP: Patrick R. Rourk .......................................................................  prourk@twcny.rr.com
Allegany Frontier VP: Vacant ........................................................Open — Ronald J. Yeager candidate
Capital District VP: Maris Tirums ................................................................... mxtirums@hotmail.com
Catskills VP: Vacant.................................................................. Open — Richard & Ginny Ried candidates
Central Leatherstocking Co-VP: Albert Guenzburger ....................................... aguenz@mkl.com
Central Leatherstocking Co-VP: Ernie Lewis.............................knightowlcachets@hotmail.com
Hudson Valley VP: Vacant .................................Open — Drew Nicholson/Larry Laliberte candidates
Long Island VP: Vacant .................................................................... Open — Frank Braithwaite candidate
New York City VP: Vacant............................................Open — August Peano/Leo Scarlett candidates
Niagara Frontier Co-VP: James  Littell .......................................................zepplincat@wzrd.com
Niagara Frontier Co-VP: Paul M. Zipp .................................................................... 716-695-1517
Northern Finger Lakes VP: Heather Sweeting............................................. hsweetin@twcny.rr.com
Southern Finger Lakes VP: Howard Schlieder ...............................................yszekeIy@twcny.rr.com
Thousand Islands VP: Open ....................................................Open — George A. Mingle candidate 
Junior Affairs VP: Vacant ................................................................................................... Volunteer Needed
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M
The Last Words

Heather Sweeting, Associate Editor
14329 Victory St., Sterling NY 13156-3172

e-mail hsweetin@twcny.rr.com

Go Crazy … Buy Commemoratives
Go Crazy … Buy Commemoratives … That’s what two innovative postal clerks, Patty Angeles 
and Tess Salberg of Valley City North Dakota, are urging their customers to do; and what 
a fantastic idea! They prominently display and encourage their patrons to buy some exotic 
stamps instead of those coils or booklets of the 37 cent flags that are so commonly used.

Do you as a collector want to get commemorative stamps on your incoming mail?

Can you do something to encourage people to buy and use them? Sure, How about start-
ing with the source. Go to your local postmaster and encourage them to display the latest 
commemoratives under the counter top glass. If that’s not possible, maybe they could 
hang on of the USPS posters on the wall that shows each of the year’s stamps. If their win-
dow is not busy could they get out the latest commemorative stamps for their customers 
who ask for stamps instead of automatically dispensing booklets. Maybe they could put 
up a sign saying, “Ask about our newest stamps.”

Last summer a pictorial cancel was held in Minetto, NY for the Magic in Minetto celebra-
tion. Postmaster Kathleen M. Wingood, and clerk Becky Doud helped promote and create, 
and market many pictorial cancels by allowing the customers to pick their favorite stamps 
from among 10–15 different choices. Adults chose the U.S.S. Constellation, while children 
looked for their favorite Disney character. It looked fun, so even those folks that weren’t 
collectors wanted to know what was happening at the table and came over to participate 
and obtain their own cachet. The postmaster is looking forward to doing this event again 
this August. If your stamp club is having a pictorial consider whether or not choosing your 
own stamp would increase your cachet sales.

Granted there are some commemorative stamps that are not very appealing to the general 
public. The recent Buckminster Fuller, and Isamu Noguchi stamps come to mind, but 
there are many issues such as the sporty cars, Disney, and the Muppets, to be released 
later this year that will have broad appeal. The clouds pane of last year are virtually sold 
out of most local post offices as they were eye-catching and pretty. Do you use commemo-
ratives on all of your outgoing mail? I try to.

To read more about the clerks’ efforts in North Dakota visit this article www.times-online.com/
articles/2005/05/06/news/02clerks.txt. Pass your copy of the Insider along to your Postmas-
ter … or ask if they could display new issues more prominently. As collectors, it is part of our 
responsibility to future collectors to encourage and promote their use. Sure, busy offices or 
times of day may be inconvenient for clerks, etc. but there’s no harm in asking!

mailto:hsweetin@twcny.rr.com
http://www.times-online.com/articles/2005/05/06/news/02clerks.txt
http://www.times-online.com/articles/2005/05/06/news/02clerks.txt
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Presorted Standard
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Fulton, NY 13069
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