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Colorful... Historical

 UNITED STATES
Commemorative Album Pages
 by

Featuring illustrated display frames for singles of all 
commemoratives since the 1893 Columbians, this sec-

tional album also has background stories that place the 
stamps in their historic perspective. And, to highlight

the stamps, there’s a distinctively designed border 
with the multicolored pictorial illuminations that have 

become a White Ace trademark. There’s more to 
White Ace than meets the eye: the heavy album 

page card stock is acid-free––your assurance of long 
lasting freshness; and the looseleaf style provides
 flexibility, so the album can grow with your collec-
tion. What’s more, with annual supplements it will

 always be up-to-date. Choose this White Ace album for 
your U.S. Commemorative Singles or one of its com-

panion albums for blocks or plate blocks. Albums 
are also available for U.S. Regular Issues in all three 
formats. You will be opting for America’s superlative

 stamp albums.
White Ace Albums are published by The Washington 

Press––makers of ArtCraft first day covers and 
StampMount brand mounts. 

Visit our Website at www.washpress.com to 
order; or for information on recent & future

 album supplements, & new US & 
UN issues. Use our information 

request Web page today to receive 
complete pricing for White Ace 

Stamp Albums, StampMount 
Mounts, & Artcraft First Day 

Covers.

The Washington Press
 PUBLISHERS FLORHAM PARK, NEW JERSEY   07932
Toll Free: (877) 966-0001 • Internet: www.washpress.com

Commem. Singles (1893-1939) Part 1 ..............................  $20.70
Commem. Singles (1940-1949) Part 2 ................................  15.50
Commem. Singles (1950-1970) Part 3 ................................  37.85
Commem. Singles (1971-1979) Part 4 ................................  33.70
Commem. Singles (1980-1986) Part 5 ................................  32.25
Commem. Singles (1987-1992) Part 6 ................................  38.90
Commem. Singles (1993-1995) Part 7 ................................  37.35
Commem. Singles (1996-1997) Part 8 ................................  29.00
Commem. Singles (1998-1999) Part 9 ................................  38.90
Commem. Singles (2000-2001) Part 10 ..............................  32.15
Commem. Singles (2002-2003) Part 11 ..............................  25.90
Matching Border Blank Pages Pack of 15 .............................  6.15
Gold-Stamped Deluxe Binder ..............................................  18.00
White Ace album pages are available for commemorative blocks, 
plate blocks, regular issues and many other nations. 

Available at your favorite stamp
shop or order direct.

ON MAIL ORDERS
… please add $4.50 packing charge

(foreign by weight)

http://www.washpress.com
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2004 U.S. New Issues

2004 Canada New Issues

Jan. 2 Pacific Coral Reef 
37¢ sgl., 10 designs, Honolulu, HI

Jan. 13 Year of the Monkey
37¢ sgl., San Francisco, CA

Jan. 14 Love: Candy Hearts
37¢ booklet of 20, Revere, MA

Jan. 20 Paul Robeson
37¢ sgl., Princeton, NJ

Jan. 30 Snowy Egret
37¢ booklet of 20, Norfolk, VA

Mar. 2 Theodor Geisel 
“Dr. Seuss” 
37¢ sgl., La Jolla, CA

Mar. 4 Garden Bouquet 
(Wedding)
37¢ booklet of 20, New York, NY

Mar. 4 Garden Botanical 
(Wedding)
60¢ pane of 20, New York, NY

Mar. 5 Chippendale chair
4¢ sgl., New York, NY

 Mar. 25 Columbia 
University
23¢ postal card. New York, NY

Apr. 1 U.S. Air Force 
Academy
37¢ sgl., Colorado Springs, CO

April 6 Sea Coast
5¢ coil, Washington, DC

Apr. 13 Henry Mancini
37¢ sgl., Los Angeles, CA

May 4 American 
Choreographers
37¢ sgl., 4 designs, New York, NY

May 12 American Eagle
25¢ coil, Washington, DC

May 14 Lewis and Clark
37¢ booklet. two designs, Orofino, 
ID  83544 ; Sioux City, IA  51101;
Hartford, IL  62048; Atchison, KS  
66002; Saint Charles, MO  63301 
Great Falls, MT  59401; Omaha, 
NE  68101; Washburn, ND  58577;
Pierre, SD  57501; Astoria, OR  
97103; Ilwaco, WA  98624

May 14 Lewis and Clark
37¢ sgl., same cities as above

May 18 Isamu Noguchi
37¢ sgl., 5 designs, Long Island City

May 29 National World 
War II Memorial
37¢ sgl., Washington, DC

Jun. 9   Summer Olympics
37¢ sgl., Athens, GA, OH & TX

Jun. 10 Harriton House
23¢ postal card, Bryn Mawr, PA

Jun. 11 Sea Coast
5¢ coil, Washington, DC

Jun. 23 The Art of Disney
– 4 designs & pad of 12 letter 
sheets, Anaheim, CA

Jun. 25 American Toleware
5¢ reissue as pane of 20, Santa 
Clara, CA

Jun. 30 U.S.S. Constellation
37¢ sgl., Baltimore, MD

Jul. 12 R. Buckminster Fuller
37¢ sgl., Stanford, CA

Jul. 14 Wilma Rudolph
23¢ sgl. & two booklets of 10, 
Sacramento, CA

Jul. 23 James Baldwin
37¢ sgl., New York, NY

Aug. 12 “Magnolia” by 
Heade
37¢ booklet of 20, Sacramento, CA

Aug. 20 Navajo Necklace
2¢ sgl., Indianapolis, IN

Aug. 21 Art of the American 
Indian
37¢ sgl., 10 designs, Santa Fe, NM

Sep. 9 John Wayne
37¢ sgl., Los Angeles, CA

Fall Garden Bouquet
37¢ lettersheet, pack of 12

Sep. 29 Sickle Cell Anemia
37¢ sgl., Atlanta, GA
Oct. 4 Cloudscapes
37¢ sgl., 23¢ postal card, 15 
designs each, Milton, MA

Oct. 14 Madonna & Child 
by Monaco
37¢ booklet of 20, Washington, DC

Oct. 15 Hanukkah
37¢ sgl., New York, NY

Oct. 16 Kwanzaa
37¢ sgl., New York, NY

Oct. 24  Moss Hart
37¢ sgl., New York, NY

Nov. 16 Holiday Ornaments
37¢ sgl., 23¢ postal card, four 
designs each, New York, NY

Jan. 8 Year of the Monkey
49¢ sgl. and $1.40 souvenir sheet

Jan. 24 NHL All-stars
49¢,  pane of 6 gummed and
self-adhesive 

Jan. 29 Quebec Winter 
Carnival
49¢ sgl.

Mar. 16 The Rt. Honourable 
Ramon John Hnatyshyn
49¢ sgl.

Mar. 26 Army Cadets 125th

 Anniversary
49¢ sgl.

Mar. 26 Norwegian 
Explorer Otto Sverdrup
 Joint issue with Greenland & 
Norway; 49¢ sgl.  and $1.40 s/s

Mar. 30 Transit/Light Rail
49¢, 4 designs

Apr. 2 St. Joseph’s Oratory
49¢ sgl.

Apr. 19 Home Hardware
49¢ self-adhesive pane of 10

May 4 University of Sher-
brooke 50th anniversary
49¢ sgl.

May 6 Children’s 
Memorial Hospital
49¢ sgl.

May 8 University of Prince 
Edward Island
49¢ sgl.

May 14 John James 
Audubon’s Birds
49¢, 4 stamps; 80¢ booklet of 6

Continued on Page 38

http://www.canadapost.ca
http://www.usps.com
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U
Editor’s Perspective

Albert W. Starkweather
5520 Gunn Hwy #1406 — Tampa, FL 33624–2847

e-mail — designondemand@verizon.net

Staff Additions Helping the Insider Grow
I have added two new positions to the Stamp Insider’s staff — an Associate Editor and an 
Advertising Manager. These additions should ensure that the journal continues to grow 
and prosper, and remains in step with Federation President John J. Nunes’ plans to revi-
talize the organization.

Heather Sweeting, our new Central District Vice President, is the Insider’s Associate 
Editor. One of her primary duties is proofreading. Heather’s assistance will greatly re-
duce the inevitable errors introduced in the typesetting process. She also will be writing 
for the journal as time permits. Her assistance proved to be invaluable in preparation of 
the September/October issue. She will be checking final pages for editorial content only. 
Proofs are submitted to advertisers who are required to confirm their final approval. 

Given her background in publishing philatelic books in conjunction with her father, the late 
Charles Sweeting, she is the logical candidate to succeed me as editor when the time comes.

Joseph O. Christofaro has become the Advertising Manager. This position entails the ac-
tive solicitation of new advertisers and regular contact with current advertisers to see that 
their needs are being met. I will continue to typeset ads for those who are unable to supply 
camera-ready art. As most of you know, Joe is the owner of Mideastern Galleries LLC in 
Rome. (For the September/October issue I temporarily changed my title of Editor to Editor / 
Advertising Manager, as I had been the one mainly responsible for soliciting new advertisers 
and dealing with existing advertisers.)

John A. Cali is now identified on the masthead under the title Fulfillment, reflecting his 
role of preparing and mailing the membership and advertiser copies, as well as supply-
ing those advertisers with stores and the various shows and bourses with bulk copies for 
distribution to the public in order to attract new membership.

For those readers who may not have noticed, there was a change on the cover of the 
September–October issue:

The credit strip at the bottom of the cover page has been revised to read: “Journal of the Fed-
eration of Central New York Philatelic Societies, Inc.,” rather than “Published by …” This 
helps define the organization’s purpose and goals, the most important of which continues to 
be as an outlet for our member clubs, and the additional goals of providing greatly expanded 
regional content that will provide a powerful educational tool exposing philatelists to the 
many facets of the hobby and to serve as an outreach to currently unaffiliated collectors.

mailto:designondemand@verizon.net
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President’s Viewpoint
John J. Nunes
80 Fredericks Road — Scotia, NY 12302
518•399•8395 — e-mail: nunesnook@aol.com     G

The Times They Are A-Changin’
Change. Change will be the byword of my administrative term. My first official act was 
chairing the Federation meeting on Oct. 10. (See report on page 39)

Since becoming president, I have named the elected vice presidents to strategic places 
which are not in the Constitution per se, but are needed to maintain continuity until our 
redistricting plan is approved and implementable. I sent e-mails notifying all of our mem-
ber clubs of this allocation.

I deeply mourn the loss of Dr. William Biddle, our recently elected Vice President of the 
Northwestern region. I have appointed two VPs from the Buffalo Stamp Club, James Littel 
and Paul Zipp, to work in tandem to perform Bill’s duties.

Stamp Insider on Track
The Stamp Insider is now on a solid financial base due to a higher-quality, lower-cost print-
er, the aggressive recruiting of advertisers and clubs by our editor, Al Starkweather and his 
able Advertising Manager, Joe Christofaro,  and Associate Editor, Heather Sweeting. Our 
editor will submit the publication to the 2005 APS Chapter Activities Committee Newslet-
ter Competition. All I can say is quality speaks for itself.

We have decided to forgo a change to a larger format, and have rejected a color illustrated SI 
due to cost and worth for now. We are also staying with stamps rather than printed indicia 
for the SI postage. The annual billing of advertisers and member clubs receiving the SI will 
occur following issuance of this issue.

We continue to offer speakers and topics for club meetings. Please avail yourselves of this 
service. I solicit much-needed ideas and especially those that are outside the box. Please 
e-mail me or call to tell me. What more can you do? Recruit members for your clubs; “Yeah 
saying rather than nay saying:” be positive;  write articles, give talks, volunteer your phila-
telic services; invite a friend to a stamp show; attend a stamp show; and bring a caravan of 
members to the stamp shows.

Rotary International 2005
I request that all clubs participate in preparing and issuing covers for sale during this anni-
versary period for and/or with the Rotary Clubs in their towns. Each club will be able to buy 
any quantity of unposted cacheted covers. These will bear the Rotary symbol on the left of 
the cover in color and will be available at the Federation’s cost — projected at $0.38 each.

Continued on Page 8

mailto:nunesnook@aol.com


8 Stamp Insider  November / December 9

President’s Viewpoint — Continued from Page 7

More is to come on this subject and to provide answers on when, how, where, and how 
much in separate communication from the Federation in late November. You also will be 
able to have other printed data, inscriptions, club identification etc. on the cachets. You 
will have to buy postage and arrange with the post office to have the normal cds or a fancy 
cancel applied. Most Rotary Clubs do not know how to do this, so this is an opportunity to 
assist, make money and serve the community as Rotary serves the community. These can 
be sold at your selected price, which could range from $1 to $3 each. The Federation also 
will assist in getting a standard special cancellation devices made available to each club’s 
post office. Details currently are being worked out.

Administrivia and Yearly / Quarterly Meetings
I have started acting to expedite change by action and reaction on a timely basis so we can 
better and quickly assist in execution of worthwhile programs to member organizations. 
Executive Rule No. 1 places day-to-day action and longer-term legislative action in the 
hands of a select Executive Committee to act as the nucleus for action rather than waiting 
for the time of a scheduled quarterly meetings to start thinking about what we can do.

Executive Rule No. 1
All legislation and matters of interest requiring action by the Federation must be 
first approved by the majority of the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors. 
This Executive Committee shall be composed of officers who each have one vote on 
legislation or matters of interest before such is presented to the Board of Directors, 
the Executive Council or the club delegates representing the Federation’s member-
ship clubs.

The Executive Committee will be appointed by the President, who will have tie vote 
breaking capability. It will be composed of, as a minimum, the President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Stamp Insider Editor, and Stamp Insider Treasurer with no more than a to-
tal of 10 members and the above designated minimum of five. Quorums will be 40%. 
Selected Vice Presidents, delegates and others will be asked to be participating mem-
bers for a term and tenure determined by the President at the time of appointment. 
This Executive Committee will assist the Board of Directors in execution of its duties. 
The business of the Executive Committee will be done by e-mails and or phone calls 
sent out by the secretary whenever the President so directs. These e-mails will notify 
each member officer of the Executive Committee of the propositions and also provide 
a means for back-and-forth discussion prior to vote. Federation business is considered 
in a timely manner by having these elected and or appointed officers e-mail either 
(1) their responses or comments or (2) provide a response of “no comment” or (3) if 
no answer is received over a designated time frame of two days allow timely execu-
tion. This action would occur prior to the request for their actual vote and will allow 
a timely execution of Federation business with input from all designated. There is no 
minimum or maximum to the number of times this committee will meet per year.

Remember Change is here and we must take Charge to be able to provide continuity of our 
hobby by getting others involved in any manner in the communities we live in.
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Lingens.com a Gateway for the Cover Lover
By Heather Sweeting
Looking for a site where you can find philatelic bargains? Or forums where you can buy, 
trade, swap, and share items or knowledge with fellow philatelists? If so, try visiting the 
Lingens.com Web site. The site run by Debbie and Roy Lingen is updated regularly and 
provides many different ways to link and interact with fellow collectors.

The Lingens have split their site into three different areas, each of which has a different Web 
address. These sections are set up to sell postal history items and conveniently allow the 
buyer to purchase via PayPal or credit card payments. An order from the site recently was 
found to be both courteous and prompt. Roy Lingen is also the volunteer Web master for 
Stamporama.com, which contains forums for collector education, discussion, and trade. 

StampTopics.com features topical covers for the collector. There are more than 50 topical 
categories listed with separate categories for most animals and sports. Categories can 
then be searched by country if you desire.

World-Postal-History.com sells various priced covers from many countries. Searches can 
be conducted by keyword, upload date, country, etc. Separate sections for first day and event 
covers exist for the North America. More than 700 covers were recently added this month.

Bargain hunters will enjoy the third sub-site — BuckaCover.com, where every cover on 
the site is just $1. A total of 2,800 covers were recently added and there currently are more 
than 20,000 available for purchase. Categories at this site include both country and topi-
cal listings such as worldwide first flight covers. The Lingens also post many additional 
items in various eBay auctions and provide a link to those items as well.

Stamporama.com is perhaps the one the most fun and intriguing of the sites. There is a fo-
rum for general stamp discussion, a literature section, a “Can you help identify this?” area 
(where pictures can be uploaded), a trading forum, and a mentoring section as well. Need 
ideas for club discussions? Why not pick a few topics and make a few friends. Current 
discussion included topics such as Santa Claus postmarks, precancels, French definitive 
cancels, and Canal Zone items. There are currently more than 675 different registered col-
lectors making use of the site and trading information and no doubt many more lurkers. 
Registration is free. You can read the discussions without registering as well.

Other additional features at Stamporama include a number of articles about stamp col-
lecting, exhibit pages, and links to various other sites via the links page and the Classic 
Stamps Webring banner. Visit the Lingen sites … but plan to spend some time there! 
There’s lots of interesting material available and it’s easy to be hooked for an hour or two 
just looking at or reading all the material!

http://www.Lingens.com
http://www.Stamporama.com
http://www.StampTopics.com
http://www.World-Postal-History.com
http://www.BuckaCover.com
http://www.Stamporama.com
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Moving the Mail by Rail
By Albert W. Starkweather

Nearly two decades before the adoption of stamps to prepay postage in the United States 
and nearly four decades before the Atlantic and Pacific oceans were united by the trans-
continental railroad, the concept of using trains to carry mail was tested in 1831 — just 
four years after the Stourbridge Lion 
became the first steam locomotive to 
run in this country. Mail still moves 
by rail, but not in the overt manner it 
did in the heyday of the railway post 
office (rpo).

Oddly enough, it was the Post Office 
Department’s long-standing use of 
stage coach operators as contrac-
tors to move the mail that led to the 
origins of the railway mail service 
(rms) in 1832, when the contractors 
on a route from Philadelphia to Lancaster, Penn., were granted a $400 annual allowance 

“for carrying the mail on the railroad as far as West Chester (30 miles) …” After passage of 
an 1838 act designating all railroads in the U.S. as post routes, service increased rapidly. 
The pod appointed a route agent — John Kendall, nephew of Postmaster General Amos 
Kendall — to accompany the mails between Albany and Utica in 1837.

In 1840, two mail agents were ap-
pointed to accompany the mail from 
Boston to Springfield, Mass., “to 
make exchanges of mails, attend to 
delivery, and receive and forward 
all unpaid way letters and packages 
received.” About the same time, a spe-
cially equipped rail car was placed in 
service between Norwich, Conn., and 
Worcester, Mass., “for use of a clerk … 
that he might receive and assort mail 
on the route.”

At that time, mail was sorted in dis-
tributing post offices. The only mail 
sent to the agents on the railroad lines

Continued on Page 14

1854 Watertown & Rome Railroad cover [Gerald 
Wiley collection]

1907 Newton Falls & Watertown R.P.O. and mail 
bags on a cart at the Newton Falls railroad sta-
tion. [Gerald Wiley collection]
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Moving the Mail by Rail — Continued from Page 12

was that intended for dispatch to offices along each route. The agents opened the pouches 
from the local offices, separated the mail for other local points on the line, and sent the 
balance to the distributing post offices for further sorting. Gradually the clerks began to 
sort mail for connecting lines, as well as local offices.

The first rpo route was officially 
established On Aug. 28, 1864, when 
George B. Armstrong, Chicago’s as-
sistant postmaster, placed a specially 
equipped car equipped for general 
distribution in service between Chi-
cago and Clinton, Iowa. Similar 
routes were established between 
New York and Washington, Chicago 
and Rock Island, Chicago and Burl-
ington, and New York City and Erie, 
Penn. When the rms began, mostly 
letter mail was sorted on the cars, 
which were not equipped to distribute other types of mail. By 1869, other mail — except 
packages — was sorted as well.

A significant landmark was the creation in 1875 of the first all-mail train — The Fast 
Mail — between New York and Chicago. (See illustration on cover) The train covered the 
route in the record time of 26 hours, half the previous time. Congressional penury over 
fees for transporting mail led to cancellation of the service in 1876.

By 1930, more than 10,000 trains were moving the mail into every part the United States. 
This included rpo service, sealed-pouches, and storage mail. During the rush seasons, 
long trains of mail and express cars were pressed into service – often running in several 

sections. Particularly important to 
rpo service in New York State were 
the New York Central; New York, 
Ontario & Western; Erie; Delaware 
& Hudson; Delaware, Lackawanna 
& Western; Boston & Albany; Lehigh 
Valley, and many others, including 
the short lines which spread the net-
work to even the most rural areas.

Many railroads carried mail on their 
varnish — their named and most

Continued on Page 16

A souvenir cancellation was applied to covers 
posted at a R.P.O. at the Railroads on Parade 
exhibit at the 1939–1940 New York World’s 
Fair. [Gerald Wiley collection]

1943 Rouses Point & Albany R.P.O. Mail would 
have been exchanged with rail connections to 
Vermont and Canada at Rouses Point. [Gerald 
Wiley collection]
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Moving the Mail by Rail — Continued from Page 14

prestigious trains, most notably the New York Central’s 20th Century Limited and Empire 
State Express. First trips of streamlined trains were honored with rpo covers.

Rpos evolved from flimsy wooden cars susceptible to fire and accident, to heavyweight steels 
cars riding on six-axle trucks in the period between the world wars, and finally to lightweight 
cars of stainless steel riding on two-axle trucks after World War II. Placed directly behind the 
locomotive and head of express and baggage cars, rpo clerks had one of the riskiest jobs on 
the railroads. They were also armed as a deterrent to the ever-popular mail train robbery.

Mail was sorted on the fly by two or three clerks into pigeon holes mounted on the walls of 
the car and into racks of mail sacks that left just enough room for a clerk to maneuver. Mail 
sacks often were picked up at speed, being snatched into the car by a mechanical arm grab-
bing a bag suspended on a trackside frame. Sometimes the clerk operating the catcher mis-
judged and missed the sack. Auxiliary markings sometimes read “Mail Delayed, Catcher 
Missed.” Mail bags for delivery at a station often were simply kicked out of the door. Some 
rpos had mail slots in their sides where mail could be posted at station stops.

By 1956,  about 2,500 rpos remained in service, but  trucks were increasingly being used by 
the pod to handle many new routes as the construction and expansion of the national high-
way system was underway. A few years later the  fledgling airline industry was demonstrat-
ing that planes could move mail more economically and quickly, even over short routes.

Following passage of the Transportation Act of 1958, mail-carrying passenger trains de-
clined rapidly. By 1965, only 190 trains carried mail and, by 1970, the railroads carried 
virtually no first class mail. This decline came partly from the pod’s preference for other 
means of transportation and party from the decline of the railroads and passenger service, 
particularly in the northeastern United States.

On April 30, 1971, the Post Office Department terminated seven of the eight remaining 
routes. In 1976, Consolidated Rail Corp. (Conrail) began operating the remnants of the Cen-
tral Railroad of New Jersey, Erie Lackawanna, Lehigh & Hudson River, Lehigh Valley, Penn 
Central, and Reading. A year and a quarter later, the last surviving rpo ran between New 
York and Washington, DC, made its 
last run on June 30, 1977.

However, that was not the end of 
mail being moved by rail. Storage 
mail, often in cars with U.S. Postal 
Service logos, operate on some Am-
trak routes. Piggyback trailers of mail 
are also routinely carried by intermo-
dal freight trains, and usually have 
the highest priority. The final R.P.O. run. [Heather Sweeting collection]
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Jim Darnell’s Great Americans Scramble
Unscramble these names to discover the true identity of individuals who appear on some 
of the Great Americans stamps series during the last two decades. One letter of each name 
has been correctly positioned for you. (Solution on Page 39)

 1. Gillian Berthill — — — — — — —    G — — — — — — —
 2. Willis Carnies — — — — — — — R    — — — — —
 3. Lucia Peal — — —    E    — — — —
 4. Lacy Flare — — —     — A — — — —
 5. Herb Treat — — — T    — — — — —
 6. Reginald Petard — — — — —    — A— — — — — — —
 7. Sal Rumini — — — —    M — — — — —
 8. Lucretia Channel — — — — — —    — — E — — — — — —
 9. Ray Scherzo — — — — —    — — R — —
 10. Camelia Hilton — — — — —    — — — I — — — —
 11. Clarence Shorts — — — — — — —   C — — — — — —
 12. Hal Pardon — — —     A — — — — —
 13. Mitch Ernseitz — — — — — — —    N — — — — —
 14. Charles Caron — — — — — —    — — — S — —

Making a Point
Charles Eason of Altamont, right, chats with Donald Sundman, president of Mystic 
Stamp Co., left, at the Central New York Stamp, Coin & Cover Show at the Turning 
Stone Casino and Resort in Verona. More details on page 27. [Judy Routson photo]
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ESPHS Wins Exhibiting Competition
By Alan Parsons
The Philadelphia National Stamp Exhibition (pnse) 2004 at Valley Forge Convention Center, 
King of Prussia, PA, on Oct. 1–3 included in its 278 exhibit frames an 18-frame state postal 
history exhibiting competition between Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York. The win-
ner of the competition was announced at the banquet and awarded “bragging rights.”

Each state’s postal history society was asked to enter six one-frame exhibits, each by a differ-
ent society member on some aspect of the state’s postal history. The groupings were judged 
as a whole to determine which best showed various aspects of the state’s postal history. Em-
pire State Postal History Society ranked first, Pennsylvania second, and New Jersey third. 
Members participating in ESPHS’s winning entry and their single-frame exhibit titles:

Thomas Mazza: New York City — Colonial and Early Statehood Mail
Ellen Rose: Utica’s Handstamped Postal Markings, 1798–1855
Alan Parsons: 19th Century Railroad Postal Markings Related to Steuben, Schuyler, 

Chemung, and Tioga Counties, NY
Ada Prill: Star Cancels of Delaware County, New York
William Hart: New York Rural Free Delivery Hand Cancels
Ann Triggle: Clarence Postal History
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Buffalo Stamp Club
www.buffalostampclub.org 

Contact Richard Cropp, e-mail — bumper@bumperland.com

William C. Biddle — 1955–2004
William C. Biddle, Ph.D., 49, of Buffalo, Northwestern Region Vice President of the Fed-
eration of Central New York Philatelic Societies, Inc., died unexpectedly Sept. 2 in 
Mercy Hospital of Buffalo after suffering a heart attack.

A lifelong Buffalo resident, he received a bachelor’s degree from Canisius College and mas-
ter’s and doctorate degrees from the University of Buffalo. A researcher for many years at 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute, he was Director of Cell Culture Research and Development 
at Life Technologies, Inc. of Grand Island, a biomedical firm, before launching his own 
philatelic business — Biddle Philatelic Company.

Dr. Biddle, who was elected vice president in June, was a Buffalo Stamp Club board member, 
Bufpex Bourse Chairman, an area representative of the Harmer–Schau, Inc. auction house, 
and operated the West Seneca Stamp, Coin, Postcard & Collectibles Show as well as the annu-
al Checopex show in Cheektowaga. Buffalo Numismatic Association recently acquired Checo-
pex and will conduct its first show on April 16–17, 2005. The last fall version of Checopex will 
be on Nov. 13–14. BNA will discontinue the West Seneca shows after the Dec. 19 show.

Dr. Biddle’s collecting specialties were U.S. revenues and postcards. Dr. Biddle was a 
youth hockey coach and enjoyed fishing and gardening.

He is survived by his wife of 21 years, the former Laurel Dexter; a daughter, Christine Ma-
rie Biddle, and son, Jeffrey William Biddle, both of Buffalo; his mother and father, Clyde 
and Mary Alice Biddle of West Seneca; three brothers, Donald of West Seneca, Timothy 
of Hamburg, and James of Wellsville; and four sisters, Kathy Sheffield of Hamburg, Peggy 
McDonald of Eden, and Patricia Demma and Mary Kay Biddle, both of West Seneca.

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered on Sept. 7 at Our Lady of Victory Basilica in Lacka-
wanna. Burial was in Holy Cross Cemetery, Lackawanna. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Make-a-Wish Foundation.

Harry D. Stobie
Buffalo Stamp Club member Harry D. Stobie, 73, a former member of the New York State 
Army National Guard, died Aug. 19 at his home after a brief illness. He was a master 
machinist at Curbell, Inc. in Buffalo, from the time of his high school graduation in 1949 
until his retirement in 1993. He operated an engraving service, H/M Sign Service, from 
his home, beginning in 1986 until the time of his illness.

http://www.buffalostampclub.org
mailto:bumper@bumperland.com
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Central New York
First Day Cover Society

AFDCS Chapter 53
Contact: John A. Cali, 613 W. 4th St., Fulton, NY 13069

e-mail — rocket@dreamscape.com

Chapter Seeking New Members
The chapter is undergoing reorganization and is actively seeking new members. It has 10 
members on its current roster, with Richard Kase as president and John A. Cali as secre-
tary. The chapter, created at the behest of Ronald J. Traino of Fulton, a former Federation 
president, became Chapter 53 of the American First Day Cover Society (afdcs) in Novem-
ber 1985. It is comprised of fdc collectors and cachet makers.

Dues are $10 annually. More information may be obtained from Cali at 613 W. 4th St., 
Fulton, NY 13069; e-mail: rocket@dreamscape.com; or from Kase at 585-381-1654.

First day cover (fdc) collecting continues to be a popular form of philately. Collecting con-
temporary fdcs provides an inexpensive introduction to the hobby. Some collectors in 
other areas, such as postal history, topicals, and events, acquire fdcs as collateral items.

Most covers from the latter 20th century are readily available for a reasonable outlay, 
while many from earlier eras are expensive and can offer a lifetime challenge. Several Fed-
eration member clubs, including Elmira, Finger Lakes, Fort Orange, Fort Stanwix, RPA, 
and Syracuse, produce first day and special event covers. A great deal more information is 
available about this aspect of philately at the afdcs’ Web site — www.afdcs.org.

Covers Available
Until this year, the group 
had conducted an annual 
meeting and luncheon in 
conjunction with ropex 
in Rochester. The group’s 
first cachet was for the 10-
cent Canal Boat coil issued 
April 11, 1987 in Buffalo. 
The group has produced 
nearly 70 covers, and an 
illustrated list of them may be found at www.geocities.com/fcnyps/cny_covers.html.

The group’s biggest achievement to date was the hosting of the afdcs 1990 convention 
in Syracuse at the Federation’s 50th anniversary show, empex. The chapter issued a fdc 
for the five-cent Circus Wagon coil issued Aug. 31 at the show. Many of the covers still are 
available from Cali. C
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Chenango Valley Stamp Club
 Contact — Albert Guenzburger
 P.O. Box 215,Guilford, NY 13780
 607•895•6531

How Do Sheets and Panes Differ?
Shib Pixley gave an interesting presentation on the differences between sheets and panes 
of stamps at the October meeting.  He explained how a pane is usually a fourth or half of a 
sheet and it is the panes that are forwarded to post offices for distribution. Shib also indi-
cated the advantages and drawbacks of being a “sheet” collector. The club opened its fall 
schedule in September with its annual Fall Banquet at Lewis’ Restaurant in Sherburne.

Officers and Meetings
The current officers are Braden Houston, president; Shib Pixley, secretary; Andy Swatkovsky, 
treasurer; and Bob Betz, social chairman. The club meets the first Monday of month at the 
Alana Cultural Center on the Colgate University campus in Hamilton at 7:45 p.m.

Club Contact
The club may be contacted by e-mail through Albert Guenzburger at aguenz@mkl.com. 

Programs
Nov. 1 — What’s up? by Braden Houston
Dec. 6 — Christmas Party

Postal Service Unveils Civil Rights Stamps  
The U.S. Postal Service unveiled 10 new stamps commemorating the American civil rights 
movement at the Voices for Civil Rights program of AARP’s National Event and Expo in 
Las Vegas. The stamps will be available next year.

The To Form A More Perfect Union series, called  feature 10 milestones of the civil rights move-
ment — Executive Order 9981, which integrated the military; Brown vs. Board of Educa-
tion, which ended school segregation; Montgomery Bus Boycott, the movement to end 
bus segregation; Little Rock Nine, the first black students to attend what used to be a strictly 
white school; Lunch Counter Sit-Ins, the movement to end “whites only” lunch counters; 
Freedom Riders, a group of volunteers that tested bus desegregation; March on Washing-
ton, where Martin Luther King delivered his famous “I have a dream” speech; Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, designed to provide broad protections against discrimination on the basis of race; 
Selma March, a march to end discrimination in Alabama; and the Voting Rights Act of 
1965, which strengthened protections on citizens’ right to vote regardless of race. 

http://www.ejmcconnell.com
mailto:kuchtill@capital.net
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Elmira Stamp Club
Meets at Bath National Bank Community Room, North 
Main and First streets, Elmira (use rear entrance). Doors 
open at 7 p.m., meeting at 8. Stamp circuit available.

Awards Banquet Planned Nov. 13
The annual awards banquet again will be held at the Crystal House, 89 Fisherville Road 
(off County Rt. 64 east of Consumer Square and exit 51 from I-86), on Nov. 13. By subsi-
dizing part of the cost, the club is able to reduce the price for dinner to $13 per person or 
$25 per couple. For reservations, call Judy Stewart at 732-7075 by Nov. 9. 

Stepex ’04 show covers commemorating the 225th Anniversary of the Sullivan–Clinton Cam-
paign, as well as covers created for the reenactment of the Battle of Newtown, are available at 
meetings or by mail for $2 each plus sase from Robert D. Barron, 147 W. Gray St., Apt. 812, 
Elmira, NY 14901. Each has a full-color cachet depicting Sullivan’s Monument at Newtown 
Battlefield Reservation and a pictorial cancel on one of the 2003 Old Glory commemoratives.   

Thanks to Mike Breed, Neal Walker, Alex McLeod, Gordon and Vickie Stratton, Alan Par-
sons, and Fred Dykins, the club had a successful presence at the reenactment of the Battle of 
Newtown in Lowman on Aug. 29.  Thanks also to Dave Bauer for his work on the pictorial 
cancel and to Lowman postmaster Cathy Johnson for making his design a reality. The club 
took in $177 in cover sales at the battle site, but must sell much more to realize a profit.

On Oct. 2, the Club had two tables at the annual Octagon Fair sponsored by Elmira Col-
lege. Judy and Marlin Stewart and Carol Imhoff answered questions and handed out 
literature from 9 to 4 at this well-attended public event on the college campus. Elmira 
College promotes this as a family affair and many of the children in attendance took the 
free stamps we offered. The club had a good spot for its tables. Judy summarized her day 
as “time well spent” and said the club would be invited to return next year. 

Programs
Nov. 13 — Awards banquet, The Crystal House, social hour 6 p.m., dinner 7 p.m.
Nov. 16 — Super Auction
Dec. 21—Refreshments; slide program, Classic U.S. Airmail Covers

Meeting Notes
August—13 attended. The invitation to participate in the Octagon Fair was announced, 
with Judy Stewart to coordinate arrangements. The club’s participation at the Battle of 
Newtown reenactment was discussed; President Mike Breed asked for volunteers to work 
at the battle site. Stepex Show Chair Alan Parsons spoke on arrangements for this year’s 
show, including a one-day Stamp Camp for youth on Oct. 23. Vice President Don Dolan

Continued on Page 26
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www.esphs.org
Membership information —

John Lange
373 Root Road

Ballston Spa, NY 12020

The Richland–Pulaski Post Office Transition
By Nicholas Todaro

Postal history collectors often focus on the period from 1851 to 1855 when letters changed 
from folded letter sheets (fls) to envelopes. During this time a lower rate first was used for 
prepayment of postage and the use of adhesives was optional. Of course it was possible to 
prepay postage without stamps through deposits with the postmaster.

The challenge of collecting covers from this period is enhanced when a post office existed 
for only a portion of the time. Such is the history of the Richland post office, which had its 
name officially changed to Pulaski on Jan. 27, 1853. It goes without saying that postal of-
ficials would continue to use auxiliary markings other than the post office name. Richland 
existed for only 20 months of the prepayment option period and Pulaski for 26 months 
before compulsory prepayment was adopted.

Transistion Covers — April 6, 1851 Richland  cds “5” due fls, upper left; Oct. 21, 1851 or 
1852 Richland cds “Paid 3” envelope, lower left; April 29, 1853 straight line Pulaski “Paid 
3” fls, upper right, and May 17 (?) Pulaski cds with “Paid 3” in arc. [Todaro collection]

http://www.esphs.org
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Finger Lakes Stamp Club
Meetings at Geneva

    Les Morse, President — John Bourke, Vice President
Gary Chicoine, Treasurer — James Darnell, Secretary 

Contact — 136 Lock St., Clyde, NY 14433
315•923•7355 — e-mail — jdarnell@novocon.net

Rummage Sale Opens Club’s Season
At our season opening meeting on Sept. 22, members shared stories of their stamp col-
lecting activities during our summer hiatus. That was followed by a fall rummage sale in 
which everyone brought in philatelic items from which other members made purchases, 
with proceeds going to the club. Our first meeting in October was our annual philatelic 
scavenger hunt in which members competed for prizes by being the first to locate a par-
ticular set from mixtures of stamps. Even though there were only three main prizes, every-
body came away a winner, getting to keep the stamp mixture.

Federation Officers Visit
We especially enjoyed our second October meeting, when Federation President John J. Nunes, 
and Southwestern District Vice President Howard Schlieder, joined us for dinner at a local res-
taurant.  Following dinner and our regular meeting, we were treated to John’s I Love Hew York 
presentation, in which he highlighted New York State’s depiction on U.S. postage stamps.

Two New FDCs
This has been a busy year in 
producing first day covers. 
We recently have produced 
covers for the John Wayne 
and Sickle Cell Anemia 
stamps.  We have a few still 
available for $2 each and a 
sase from Gil Lewis, 502 Rt. 
88 S., Newark, NY 14513.

Bedard Moves
We were all saddened to hear that former president and long-time FLSC member Barney 
Bedard, who after retiring from Clifton Springs Hospital, sold his house and moved to the 
Boston, MA area.  He will be missed.  We all wish him well.

Programs
Nov. 10 — Member auction and election of officers
Dec. 8 — Christmas get together

See Jim Darnell’s Great Americans Scrambler — Page 18

mailto:jdarnell@novocon.net
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Fort Orange Stamp Club
P.O. Box 5475

Albany, NY 12205-0475
Don VanHoesen, President — George McGowan, First Vice President

Rick Harringer, Second Vice President — Ray Coco, Treasurer
Maris Tirums, Secretary — mxtirums@hotmail.com

Programs Well Attended
The first three programs of this year were presented to well-attended meetings, attracting 
some members whom we have not seen for more than a year.

Robert Markovits’ illustration of U.S. and Canadian inverts on Sept. 14 was truly a high-
light for the year, both in terms of knowledge acquired and the ability to see the famous 
24-cent Jenny airmail, 1869 pictorials, Pan Americans, and CIA up close and personal.

The Single Page Night on Sept. 28 attracted new presenters from topics as arcane as Latvian 
essays to unusual first day covers.

Fiji Island by Steve Gray, the Federation’s treasurer, on Oct. 12 equaled his past investiga-
tions and demonstrations of British Territorial locations and stamp issues. The fact that 
Fiji mines gold was one small jewel of knowledge acquired from the talk in addition to the 
history of this exotic land bordering the International Dateline.

Programs
Nov. 9 — APS slide show — Post Office Murals of the 1930s
Nov. 17 — Tri-Club auction  at  Holmes & Watson Restaurant, Troy
Nov. 23 —Tax Paids by Ray Majors 
Dec. 14 — Holiday banquet

Elmira Stamp Club — Continued from Page 23

reminded the group about the deadline for the Super Auction lot descriptions. The meeting 
concluded with the APS slide program More in Violation of the Rules.

September—23 attended. New member Autumn Rose Lester, present with her father, 
David, was introduced. The club received reports on the Battle of Newtown reenactment, 
stepex developments, and correspondence from APS thanking the club for its donation to 
the building fund. Don Dolan received the first group of lot descriptions for the Super Auc-
tion. Judy Stewart announced details of the annual awards banquet. There was an auction 
of 37 lots, with 25 lots sold for a gross of $72.50. The club received $7.05 in commissions 
and $4 from the sale of two club lots, adding a total $11.05 to its treasury. New member 
Autumn Rose Lester, who turned 9 during the week of the meeting, was an active bidder 
and got a birthday present of one lot she thought she had lost in the bidding.

mailto:fortorange@hotmail.com
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Ft. Stanwix Stamp Club, Inc.
of Rome, New York

Steven Stawiarz, President — Joseph Occhipinti, Vice President
Joe Christofaro, Secretary — Lavinia Tilton, Treasurer

Banquet a Resounding Success
Central New York Stamp, Coin, and Cover Show 2004 is now history. Although atten-
dance was short of our expectations, most of the dealers were very happy with the accom-
modations and their overall experience. (See related photo on page 18)

All who attended the banquet said that it and the guest speaker were among the best ever. 
Donald Sundman, president of Mystic Stamp Co., was on target with his words, candid 
with answers to questions posed after his talk, and was a personable and well-informed 
speaker. He held everyone’s attention throughout his talk, even those who accompanied 
collectors and dealers as guests and not individuals directly involved in philately.

Mr. Sundman presented an anecdotal history of the Sundman family’s involvement in both 
stamp and coin collecting, insight into the development of H. E. Harris Co., Mystic Stamp Co., 
Littleton Coin Co., Littleton Stamp & Coin Co., and their success and growth from the 1920s 
through the current corporate structures that developed in 1974. He also gave us insight into 
the Smithsonian’s National Collection, how it is managed and has grown, the Postal Museum 
and its workings, the APS, and the future of the hobby and the business of philately.

We cannot thank Mr. Sundman enough for accepting this speaking engagement, agreeing 
to do it gratis, and for also bringing several interesting and educational handouts to those 
in attendance. Mystic Stamp Co. is well known as one of the largest retail stamp approval 
businesses in the world. What isn’t widely known is that Mr. Sundman has the distinction 
of being the individual responsible for generating the most individual members to the 
APS, being one of the top contributors to the new APS Building Fund, providing free ma-
terials for the youth entering the hobby whenever asked, and an all around great guy who 
has contributed more to our collecting hobby than anyone I have personally met.

We still have a few show cover sets with an Indian theme available for sale at $3 each or 
two for $5. Ordering information is available from jchrist6@twcny.rr.com.

The club will revert to its normal schedule of the second Thursday with an educational 
program from the APS or ATA and the fourth Thursday with a members auction. We 
currently meet at 7 p.m. in the City Council Caucus Room, second floor of the Rome 
Municipal Building. The club’s Holiday Party will be on the Dec. 9 at 6:15 p.m. at Bucky’s 
Restaurant on Floyd Avenue. Please give a member a call to make a reservation.

— Joseph O. Christofaro

mailto:jchrist6@twcny.rr.com
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Fulton Stamp Club
P.O. Box 401 — Fulton, NY 13069

Tom Schneider, President — Norman Merrill, Vice President
John A. Cali, Secretary — Penny Schneider, Treasurer

Rotary Postmark Under Consideration
A potential club project under consideration is the preparation of a pictorial cancel for the 
Rotary International’s Centennial on Feb. 23, 2005. Rotarians across the country will be 
promoting their organization. Oswego has a chapter and is interested such a promotion.

Richard Shineman of the Oswego Stamp Club is working on this project on behalf of the 
Oswego Rotary Centennial Committee. If he receives permission to use the Rotary logo for 
the Oswego club, then the Fulton Stamp Club may approach the local Rotary chapter to 
see if it would allow a similar project to proceed. This effort should show that our club is 
interested in contributing to the community.

Publicity and community involvement have always been necessary tools in obtaining any 
potential new members. It is such exposure which translates into better relations with oth-
ers. This offers better programs such as talks to fraternal / service groups, hands on activities 
with both Girl Scout and Boy Scout troops, and after school activities with various grades. 

Oswego Falls and Fulton in the Wings
The next issue will attempt to show the difference between the villages of Oswego Falls, 
and Fulton as it applies to postal history and landmarks.

Club members are asked to make suggestions about programs they would like to see 
presented at meetings. We also would like to present more information within the Stamp 
Insider club page. Please think on this for future issues.

The Fulton Stamp Club continues its efforts to obtain new members. We have attempted 
many methods. Our latest attempts, including a presence at the 40th Annual Coin & Col-
lectibles show in September, have been noticed more in the community. The ARC cover 
and stamp group is also coming along well. They meet twice a month on the second and 
fourth Wednesday in the same location as we do.

The month of October was a time for the emphasis of Stamp Collecting Month to take a 
better hold in our minds than that of other months. Fall has always signaled the resump-
tion of collecting from its summer hiatus. This holds true with this time frame and further 
as we near the holidays.

The Fulton Stamp Club meets at 7:15 p.m. on the third Wednesday of the month except 
July and August, in the Hughes Building, 314 Park Street. The November meeting will be 
on the 17th while the December meeting will be on the 15th.  Happy Holidays!
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Leatherstocking Stamp Club
Meets at 7:30 p.m. the first Tuesday at 28 Pioneer Street

Bill Samuelson, President — Bill Highfield, Vice President
Peter Craig, Treasurer — Albert Keck, Youth Program

Ellen Tillapaugh, Newsletter Editor; e-mail: kuchtill@verizon.net
Correspondence — 28 Pioneer St., Cooperstown, NY 13326

Induction Day Covers Displayed
Albert Keck displayed a wide variety of his Induction Day covers, which he sells on Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Fame Weekends in Cooperstown, at the club’s meeting on Sept. 7.

The limited edition covers are first cancelled on Election Day and then on Induction Day. 
Keck discussed both the stamps he selects and the baseball cards available. The covers 
have a baseball card mounted with photo corners as a cachet.

Keck said that unlike philately, where the value of stamps is fairly consistent, the value of 
baseball cards can fluctuate markedly. A card purchased a few years ago for $100 might 
have very little value today. Much depends on the fan demand for these cards, he said.

All proceeds from the sale of these covers benefits the Cooperstown Firemen Fellowship 
Fund. Through the sale of these covers, Keck has contributed thousands of dollars to the 
Cooperstown Firemen Fellowship Fund. He noted that this past year the fund gave a total 
of $2,400 in $300 scholarships to graduating seniors whose parents serve in the Coopers-
town Fire Department. Keck may be contacted at 607-547-6003 for more information.

Programs
Nov. 2 — Auction; member collecting interests
December — No meeting
Jan. 9 — Holiday party 1–3 p.m. at Cooperstown Fire Hall
Feb. 1 — Poland: German Occupation by Bill Samuelsen C
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Olean Area Stamp Club
Meets the first Monday at 7:30 p.m.

at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 109 S. Barry St.
Mel Follett, President — Ronald J. Yeager, Vice President

Jack Searles, Secretary — Richard Heiser, Treasurer

Olepex Display Showcases the Club
Olepex 2004 was held on Sept. 25 and was a huge success. The 40-frame exhibit and three 
tables of  Olean history brought a variety of visitors to the show. The exhibit was provided 
by member Bob Schaumlefel and his hard work was truly appreciated by everyone. This 
was a great way to showcase our club as well as to honor the Bicentennial of Olean.

Bicentennial Cover Available
A cacheted cover was created and designed by club member Steve Teachman and was 
cancelled on June 5 with  an Olean Point handstamp which is owned by Mr. Schaumlefel. 
This is the earliest known canceling device of Olean known to exist and was used between 
the establishment of a post office in 1817 and the shortening of Olean Point to simply 
Olean in 1823.

There are still a few cacheted enve-
lopes available marking 200 years 
of Olean’s existence. They may be 
obtained by sending a sase to Steve 
Teachman at 138 N. 15th St., Olean, 
NY 14760. Cost is $3.50. The pro-
ceeds from this endeavor are being 
split between the club and the Bicen-
tennial Committee.

APS Building Fund Gift Acknowledged
At our October meeting we also received word from the APS Building Fund for our dona-
tion of $500 in memory of former member Ken Cornell, who contributed immensely to 
the growth  and stability of the club.

Club Officers
Present officers of the Olean Stamp Club are: President Mel Follett, 716-372-3485; Vice 
President Ronald J. Yeager, 814-362-4471, e-mail cry@penn.com; Secretary Jack Searles, 
716-372-1070, e-mail searles@adelphia.net; and Treasurer Richard Heiser.

Programs
Nov. 1 — Annual auction, mail bids accepted.
Dec. 6 — Annual Christmas party with philatelic exchange

mailto:cry@penn.com
mailto:searles@eznet.net
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Oswego Stamp Club
Meets the fourth Monday at 6 p.m.

at Faith United Church, 12 Fitzgibbons Drive
Leigh LeClair, President — Matt Roy, Vice President

John A. Cali, Secretary — Matt Roy, Treasurer

Getting Youngsters Involved
By Heather Sweeting
Today the average 10–14 year old is inundated with Nintendo®, Sponge Bob™, computer 
games, instant messenger, and TV shows at an unprecedented rate. Pokémon® is passé. Yu-
Gi-Oh™ is in, Mighty Beanz™ are cool and so are Skechers® shoes. How can stamp collecting 
compete with the instant gratification of these other fads? Are there ways we can gently coerce 
young kids into appreciating stamps, cover collecting, meter marks …? Is the multimedia world 
too out of touch to sit down and look at a stamp catalog or soak stamps from paper?

My niece enjoys the fun of soaking and peeling stamps off of paper and arranging them 
artistically while they dry. My nephew enjoys looking up the value of things in catalogs. I 
think all kids enjoy doing this with baseball cards, Pokémon, etc. Every kid appreciates the 
value of money. They both know to save the envelopes in their mailbox.

Most kids look at a stamp catalog and quickly realize that having a complete collection 
is both impossible and costly. This in itself is a turn off. A kid with the inkling to collect 
knows that they “have to have” every Harry Potter book, every Lego® color, complete team 
card, etc. We need to find other ways to show them that collecting is cool / fun within their 
limited income level and that not every exhibit has to look the same.

Let’s find some ideas for collections that can be created by kids for under $20. Share them 
with Scouts working on badges, school groups, etc. Here are a few that come to mind —

• See if you can find all 50 state bicentennial stamps on cover.
• If a youngster plays a sport, encourage them to write to their favorite teams or 

Olympic athletes. (Addresses for most teams can be found online.) Save the 
responses you receive in the mail. Some will even send team pictures and other 
items of interest. What a neat exhibit that would make! Did the teams use meters /
permits or stamps to respond? (Remember the anticipation of getting a cereal box 
prize in the mail after sending in for something? It’s the same concept.)

• How about your favorite TV stars? Write for a response and see what happens. 
“Everybody Loves Raymond” … and everybody loves getting mail.

• Pick a favorite topical subject: birds, fish, animals, flowers, etc., and write for pictorial 
cancels each month when the Postal Bulletin lists them. Place an index card and a 
sase inside the envelope for the cancel and you can have a neat treasure for under $1.

Continued on Page 33
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Rochester Philatelic
Association

http://www.geocities.com/rpastamps
e-mail — jdoles@rochester.rr.com

Kawasaki Receives Stevens Award
Member Ed Kawasaki was awarded the Warren Stevens Memorial Award for Outstanding 
Contributions to the RPA for 2004 at the annual banquet at the Old Country Buffet on 
Sept. 18. John Babbit presented a slide program, The Wright Brothers 100th Anniversary.

Robert Kingston has replaced Kawasaki on the RPA board, as the latter is moving.

The RPA had a successful open house 
on Oct.14. A special Stamp Collecting 
Month cover and cancel were pro-
duced for the event. A small supply 
is still available at $1.50 plus a sase 
from Joe Doles, 105 Lawson Road, 
Rochester, NY 14616-1444.

The evening’s special presentation, 
Weather & Philately  by Tom Fortu-
nato, can be viewed on the Web at http://members.fortunecity.com/stamptmf/weather.

The RPA meets the second and fourth Thursday of most months from September to June. 
Silent auctions and APS Circuits at each meeting. Guests are always welcome.

Programs
Nov. 13 — Let Us Remember: The 

Vietnam Wall and Stamps by 
John Babbitt

Dec. 11 — Definitions in Philately 
by Mark Hull and Joe Doles

A Living Legend?

RPA member Rick Kase was seen at 
the Cloudscapes first day ceremony 
in Milton, Mass., on Oct. 4, cancel-
ing everything and anything with 
clouds pictured on it. The legend 
lives on! [John Babbitt photo]

http://www.geocities.com/rpastamps
mailto:stamptmf@frontiernet.net
mailto:jdoles@rochester.rr.com
http://members.fortunecity.com/stamptmf/weather
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Schenectady Stamp Club
Meets first Monday at 7:30 p.m.

at Union Presbyterian Church, 1068 Park Ave.
Michael Mellnick, President — Steve Gray, Secretary

Dr. John J. Nunes, Treasurer — Ron Ratchford, Historian
Dr. Joseph Y. Rudnick, Librarian.

Single-Page Night Kicks Off Year
The Schenectady Stamp Club got off to a very nice start in the new season with its Sept. 6 
meeting. This was a Single-Page Night, in which everyone present did a brief talk on a page 
of stamps or covers.

Among the items displayed were a slightly reduced, color first day cover with as pair 
of three-cent baseball stamps, postmarked June 12, 1939, covers commemorating the 
maiden voyage of the Staten Island Ferry, and commemorative stamp panels with a horse 
racing theme along with the autographs of many famous jockeys.

 There were also pages of 13 variations of the 2002 flag stamp and of those of 2003 and 
three commemorative sheets honoring Claudia Gay, the Chilean natural historian.

A program on the Fiji Island was presented by Stephen E. Gray at the Oct 4 meeting.

Programs
Nov. 17 — Tri-Club auction at  Holmes & Watson Restaurant, Troy
Dec. 6 — Submarine Mail by John J. Nunes

Oswego Stamp Club — Continued from Page 31

• Write to famous colleges or universities for information about their programs. Penn 
State has a really neat 150-year meter cancel right now! 

• Find a freebie site online. (It is up to you how much personal information you want 
to give away) but many free samples are often listed on these sites that are sent to 
your house for free. Turn the stamps / meters / samples into your collection. You 
will find samples of everything from toothpaste, to magnets, pens pencils, T-shirts, 
jelly beans, etc. Both fatwallet.com and techbargains.com have sites, which list 
free items daily. Make sure that the child knows that not every listed sample will 
actually arrive in your mailbox. To prevent getting spam when you sign up, get a 
free Web address and send the junk e-mail there.

• If a child is studying a particular country in school try finding 50 stamps from that 
country. As a kid, I loved looking stamps from Ghana simply because they were 
much more colorful than U.S. stamps. 

What ideas do your clubs have for getting kids interested? Please share them! The more 
the better!

http://www.fatwallet.com
http://techbargains.com
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Syracuse Stamp Club
Meetings are held at 8 p.m.
on the first and third Fridays

Correspondence — President Lynn Goodfellow
P.O. Box 3436, Syracuse, NY 13220

Stamp Insider Deadlines Reminder
All copy — editorial and advertising — is due on the first of the month prior 

to the date of publication.
Please note the July–August issue is a permanent addition!

January–February 2005 ------------------------------------------------------- December 1, 2004
March–April 2005----------------------------------------------------------------- February 1, 2005
May–June 2005 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------April 1, 2005
July–August 2005 -----------------------------------------------------------------------  June 1, 2005
September–October 2005--------------------------------------------------------- August 1, 2005
November–December 2005 ----------------------------------------------------- October 1, 2005
Please clip and save this information for future reference. Your cooperation is greatly 
appreciated!

Syrapex 2005 Being Planned
Plans are underway to hold another very successful Syrapex show in November 2005. We 
are identifying the people to run the various committees. Anyone interested in participat-
ing with their fellow members in the biennial show should let a club officer know their 
interests.  Your assistance is needed and the journey is rewarding. Syrapex is a biennial 
show conducted by the Syracuse Stamp Club.

Club Programs for 2005
During the past year many great programs were put on by members of the club. Over 
the next two months Mike Ammann will be laying out the program schedule for next 
year.  Most members have a specialty — a philatelic topic where their knowledge is ex-
tensive.  Please consider hosting a program about a topic of interest to you.  We would 
all love to hear it.

Stamp Show Reminder
Remember the Syracuse Stamp, Coin & Collectibles Show on Nov. 13 and 14 at the Holi-
day Inn. (See advertisement on Page 5)

Programs
Nov. 5 —Lewis Josephs speaker; topic TBA 
Nov. 19 — Auction
Dec. 3 — APS Slide Show
Dec. 17 — Holiday party (Members bring snacks, soda, etc. to the meeting)
Dec, 31 — New Years Eve: No auction or meeting)
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Tri-County Stamp Club
Sidney, New York 13838

Meetings at Sidney Civic Center
Contact — Albert Guenzburger

P.O. Box 215,Guilford, NY 13780 — 607•895•6531

November & December Programs Announced
The Tri-County Stamp Club, which meets in Sidney, plans on perking the interest of those 
interested in Irish Philately on Nov. 15 with an American Philatelic Society slide presenta-
tion, while the Dec. 20 meeting will be a discussion and sharing of Back of the Book items in 
which members may be interested, as well as a social in which members will be bringing 
in snacks to share.

Other Programming
Other programming later in the season will include the annual Linn’s Stamp Poll, Colorado 
Philatelic Covers, and First Day Cover Collecting  — The How To.

Seeking New Members
The club is looking for new members to join at any time and our contact person is Albert 
Guenzburger whose address is given at the top of this page.

A Quaker Street Mystery Message
There are only 11 post office towns in 
New York that start with the letter Q. 
Quaker Street in Schenectady County 
is one of them. This picture post card 
shows the post office in Quaker Street 
in 1913. It is franked with a one-cent 
Balboa commemorative released the 
same year. The message:

“Friend Nellie, I am still here, shall stay 
in this vicinity for some time if I have 
plenty to do as I have now. How are you and little Bru-
zer? Are you a good girl now days? I am sending you 
a photo of the building where I work in the little side 
room. With best regards to you and little Bruzer and 
all the others. I remain, Sincerely yours, Burr.”

Was Burr a postal employee?
— Heather Sweeting C
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Uncle Sam Stamp Club
P.O. Box 335 — Troy, New York 12181-0335

Terrill S. Miller, President
Phil Hicks & George McGowan, Vice Presidents

John Mangione, Secretary — John J. Nunes, Treasurer

Club Has an Active Opening
The club has been meeting since September. The first meeting — our annual opening 
night — was presided over by Vice President, Phil Hicks, in the absence of President 
Terrill Miller, who was on vacation in Arizona. 

Uncle Sam Parade Covers
Dues were collected and the covers 
were prepared at this meeting for the 
Sept. 12 Uncle Sam Parade. Our cov-
ers sold very well. We had four peo-
ple, including the president, walking 
the route. We also had several people 
at the end of the parade. Sales and 
the parade were much better than 
last year. Two different covers are 
available from Terrill S. Miller, P.O. 
Box 335, Troy, NY 12181-0335 for $2 
each plus a sase.

George McGowan filled in for speaker 
Ray Majors at the second September 
meeting. He had a fine presentation 
on naval covers.

Before our first October meeting, President Miller audited the books of Federation Secre-
tary Stephen E. Gray which were perfect as usual. Stephen then showed his annual program, 
which this year is on Fiji Island. His programs are always well researched and informative.

Maris Tirums was to give the program at the last meeting in October.

Programs
Nov. 3 — Love Stamps by Vicki Miller
Nov. 17 — Tri-Club auction at  Holmes & Watson Restaurant, Troy
Dec. 1 — Submarine Mail by John J. Nunes
Dec. 5 — Victorian Stroll
Dec. 15 — Holiday banquet
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Utica Stamp Club
Jerome Wagner, President — Richard Drumm, Vice President

Wayne Turkowski, Recording Secretary
Jerry Cunningham, Corresponding Secretary

Rick Snow, Treasurer

Program Unusual and Clear
The September meeting at the New Hartford Public Library consisted of a slide pro-
gram by Francis Kolarits, about French Architecture on French postage stamps. The 
program was unique in that it was not only interesting, but also the theme was unusual 
and remarkably clear.

Club To Honor Public Library
Other business discussed was the proposed special cover and cancellation for the Utica 
Public Library. Previously, the club voted to acknowledge, in cooperation with the Utica 
Public Library, the building’s 100th anniversary with this special event on Dec. 12 at the 
library. More information will be forthcoming at future meetings.

More information on the covers and cancellations will appear in our January column.

News of the Show
The Central New York Stamp, Coin, and Cover show was held at the Turning Stone Casino 
in Rome on Oct. 9 and 10. Approximately 30 dealers attended. Two special covers, one for 
each day, and a special cancellation were sold at the show.

An informal preliminary report indicated that the show was successful, both from the 
dealers side of the aisle and also from the sponsors’ side as well. The show was co-spon-
sored by the Utica Stamp Club and the Fort Stanwix Stamp Club of Rome. Again, more 
pertinent details will be forthcoming at future meetings. 

A show banquet was held on Saturday evening, Oct. 9, in the Casino banquet facilities. 
Donald Sundman, president and CEO of Mystic Stamp Co. of Camden, was the main 
speaker.

He spoke on the history of Mystic Stamp Co. He also provided interesting insight into his 
purchase of a U.S. one-cent z-grill stamp (Scott 85-A), the missionary stamps of Hawaii, 
the IRS revenue stamps, and the National Postal Museum of Washington, DC.

More details of the event may be found in the Fort Stanwix column. (See page 27)

November Meeting
The November meeting will take place at the New Hartford Town Library on the first 
Tuesday. The program for this meeting is inconclusive at this time.

mailto:rocket@dreamscape.com
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Canada Cont’d from Page 4
 and Sir Hugh Allen

coincides with ROYAL *2004* 
ROYALE, philatelic exhibition 
inHalifax, Nova Scotia, 49¢ sgl.

Jun. 1 Festival 
International de Jazz 
de Montréal
49¢ sgl.

Jun. 6 D-Day 60th 
Anniversary
49¢ sgl.

Jun. 18 Traversée Int’l de 
Lac St-Jean
49¢ sgl.

Jun. 26 French Settlement 
at Île Ste-Croix 400th 
Anniversary
joint issue by Canada and 
France, 49¢ sgl.

Jul. 19 Canadian National 
Exhibition
49¢ sgl.

Show Dates
Rochester — Nov. 7

RS Stamp Show, Eagles 
Club, 1200 Buffalo Rd. 10–
4. Bourse. John J. Nunes, 
518-399-8395, e-mail: 
nunesnook@aol.com.

West Seneca — Nov. 13–14
Checopex 2004 at Harvey 
D. Morin VFW Post 2940, 
965 Center Rd. 10–5 and 
10-4. Bill Witschard, 
716-826-1242, e-mail: 
billwits@aol.com.

Syracuse — Nov. 13–14
Syracuse Stamp, Coin 
& Collectibles Show, 
Holiday Inn, Carrier Circle, 
Thruway exit 35. Hours: 
10–5 and 10–4:30. Bourse.
Ed Bailey, 315-452-0593.
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 Albany — Dec. 5 
Post Card Mania 6, Quality 
Inn, 3 Watervliet Ave. 9–4.
Bourse. John J. Nunes, 
518-399-8395, e-mail: 
nunesnook@aol.com. 

   West Seneca — Dec.  19
Stamp, Coin, Postcard & 
Collectibles Show, Harvey 
D. Morin VFW Post 2940, 
965 Center Rd., 10–4. 
Bourse. Contact: Victor 
Drajem, 716-656-8080. 
(Formerly Bill Biddle)

Changes in Nunes Shows
John J. Nunes has altered
the dates of his RS and
Capital District stamp 
shows. See pages 5 and 38 
ads. 518-399-8395, e-mail: 
nunesnook@aol.com.

Jul. 28 Olympic Games
40 & 49¢ stamps

Aug. 12 Golfing
49¢ sgl. two designs

Sep. 15 Montréal Institute 
of Cardiology
49¢ sgl.

Oct. 1 Stamp Collecting
49¢, four designs

Oct. 4 Nobel Laureates
 Michael Smith and
 Gerhard Herzberg

49¢ pair
Oct. 22 Painter Jean-Paul 
Lemieux
49 and 80¢ and $1.40 stamps

Oct. 25 150 years of 
Canadian Victoria Cross
49¢ pair

Nov. 2 Toronto Santa 
Claus parade centennial
49 and 80¢ and $1.40 stamps

Secretary Proposition
Rejected by Delegates

A proposition to divide the position of Federation sec-
retary into two positions — recording secretary, which 
would remain an appointed position, and an elected corre-
sponding secretary — was rejected at the Federation’s fall 
meeting on Oct. 10 at the Turning Stone Casino & Resort 
in Verona. President John J. Nunes broke the tie vote of the 
seven delegates and seven proxies.

A second proposition to create an honorary position of 
President Emeritus was tabled by the president after some 
delegates questioned wording that there would be no more 
than one President Emeritus at any given time. Those del-
egates pointed out that the Federation has four living past 
presidents who should be eligible for that status.

The delegates voted to approve revised wording for estab-
lishing a President Emeritus title, but this require all clubs 
to vote on the new wording prior to accepting or rejecting 
this proposal.

Paul Littell and Paul M. Zipp of Prestige Covers, Grand Is-
land,  have accepted the  Dual Vice Presidency of the North-
western Region, succeeding the late William C. Biddle.

A date was established for completing the redistricting 
proposal to be voted on in February after the Redistrict-
ing Committee gives its recommendation to the Executive 
Committee for vote in January. This will be followed by a 
vote by the Board of Directors, the Executive Council, and 
then all Federation member clubs. You all will see this in a 
voting request communication from me at that time which 
will be prepared and sent out by our secretary.

Scrambler Solution
1. Lillian Gilbreth; 2. Sinclair Lewis; 3. Alice Paul; 
4.Cal Farley; 5. Bret Harte; 6. Alden Partridge; 
7. Luis Marin; 8. Claire Chennault; 9.Crazy Horse; 
10. Alice Hamilton; 11. Chester Carlson; 12. Hap 
Arnold; 13. Chester Nimitz; 14. Rachel Carson

mailto:nunesnook@aol.com
mailto:nunesnook@aol.com
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Clubs & Contacts
Adirondack Stamp, Post Card & Ephemera Club (APS Chapter 1276)

Meets 1st and 3rd Fridays most months at 7:30 p.m. at Glens Falls National Bank Community Room.
Contact: Dr. William R. Hanson, 78 W. Notre Dame, Glens Falls, NY 12801
E-mail: drhanson@localnet.com Phone: 518-798-9592

Buffalo Stamp Club (AFDCS Chapter 37)
Meets twice monthly on Fridays at VFW Leonard Post, 2450 Walden Ave., Cheektowaga, NY 14225.
Contact: Richard Cropp, 353 Lisbon Ave., Buffalo, NY 14215 716-837-9526
E-mail: bumper@bumperland.com www.buffalostampclub.org

Central New York First Day Cover Society (APS Chapter 53)
In reorganization. New members being sought.
Contact: John Cali, 613 W. 4th St., Fulton, NY 13069-3104
E-mail: rocket@dreamscape.com  Phone: 315-592-4441

Chenango Valley Stamp Club (APS Chapter 781)
Meets first Monday of the month at Alana Cultural Center, Colgate University Campus.
Contact: Albert Guenzburger, P.O. Box 215 , Guilford, NY 13780
E-mail: aguenz@mkl.com  Phone: 607-895-6531

Elmira Stamp Club (APS Chapter 237)
Meets 3rd Tuesday at Community Room, Bath National Bank, North Main and First streets (rear entrance).
Contact: Alan Parsons, 809 Holley Road, Elmira, NY 14901
E-mail: alatholleyrd@aol.com Phone: 607-732-0181

Empire State Postal History Society (APS Unit 28)
Meets 1st Sunday in May and October.
Contact: John Lange, 373 Root Road, Ballston Spa, NY 12020-3227 Phone: 518-882-6373
E-mail: gestus@westelcom.com www.esphs.org

Finger Lakes Stamp Club (APS Chapter 428)
Meets 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 8 p.m. at the Sawdust Cafe, NYS Agricultural Experiment Station, Geneva.
Contact: James Darnell, 136 Lock St., Clyde, NY 14433
E-mail: jdarnell@novocon.net Phone: 315-923-7355

Fort Orange Stamp Club (APS Chapter 138)
Meets 2nd & 4th Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. at Bethany Reformed Church Community Center, 760 New Scotland 

Ave., Albany.
Contact: Maris Tirums, P.O. Box 5475, Albany NY 12205-0475
E-mail: mxtirums@hotmail.com Phone: 518-438-1657

Fort Stanwix Stamp Club (APS Chapter 1227)
Meets 2nd & 4th Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at Rome Municipal Building, 2nd Floor.
Contact: Joe Christofaro, 201 Maple St., Rome, NY 13440
E-mail: jchrist6@twcny.rr.com 315-337-9608

Fulton Stamp Club (APS Chapter 1193)
Meets 3rd Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the Hughes Building, 314 Park St.
Contact: Tom Schneider, 15 W. First St., Fulton, NY 13069
E-mail: rocket@dreamscape.com 315-592-4441

Ithaca Stamp Club (APS Chapter 210)
Meets 2nd & 4th Wednesday from 7:30–9:30 p.m. in Room 384, Morrison Hall, on the Cornell University 

Campus. Parking available in back. Front door locked after 8 p.m.
Contact: Howard Schlieder, 511 Linn St., Ithaca, NY 14850
E-mail: yszekely@twcny.rr.com

Leatherstocking Stamp Club (APS Chapter 1334)
Meets 1st Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. in the home of George Tillapaugh, 28 Pioneer St., Cooperstown.
Contact: Ellen Tillapaugh, 80 Beaver St., Cooperstown, NY 13326
E-mail: kuchtill@verizon.net

mailto:drhanson@localnet.com
mailto:rich@buffalostampclub.org
mailto:bumper@bumperland.com
http://www.buffalostampclub.org 
mailto:rocket@dreamscape.com
mailto:kuchtill@capital.net
mailto:alatholleyrd@aol.com
mailto:gestus@westelcom.com
http://www.esphs.org
mailto:jdarnell@novocon.net
mailto:mxtirums@hotmail.com
mailto:mxtirums@hotmail.com
mailto:jchrist6@twcny.rr.com 
mailto:jchrist6@twcny.rr.com 
mailto:rocket@dreamscape.com
mailto:yszekely@twcny.rr.com
mailto:kuchtill@capital.net
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Olean Area Stamp Club (APS Chapter 1442)
Meets 1st Monday (1 week later on legal holidays) at 7:30 p.m. at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 109 S. Barry St.
Contact: Leslie Crane, R1, Box 832, Shinglehouse, PA 16748
E-mail: searles@adelphia.net

Oswego Stamp Club (APS Chapter 728)
Meets 4th Monday at 6 p.m. at Faith United Church, 12 Mark Fitzgibbons Drive.
Contact: Leigh LeClair, 212 Murray St., Oswego, NY 13126
E-mail: pleclair@northnet.org  Phone: 315-342-5653

Rochester Philatelic Association (APS Chapter 207)
Meets 2nd & 4th Thursday 7 p.m. at Twelve Corners Presbyterian Church, 1200 S. Winton Road.
Contact: Joe Doles, P.O. Box 10206, Brighton Station, Rochester, NY 14610-0206 Phone: 585-621-3012
E-mail: jdoles@rochester.rr.com www.geocities.com/rpastamps

St. Lawrence International Stamp Club
Meets 1st Thursday at the Massena Library at 7  p.m. and on the 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Cornwall, 

Ontario, Library.
Contact: Pat Rourk, 3 Morton St., Norwood, NY 13668-1100
E-mail: prourk@twcny.rr.com Phone: 315-353-8892

Schenectady Stamp Club (APS Chapter 153)
Meets 1st Monday at 7:30 p.m. at Union Presbyterian Church.
Contact: Steve Gray, 10 Hillcrest Vlg. C-1, Niskayuna, NY 12309-3831
E-mail: nunesnook@aol.com

Syracuse Stamp Club (APS Chapter 50)
Meets 1st & 3rd Friday at 8 p.m. at the Reformed Church of Syracuse.
Contact: Allen Swift, P.O. Box 3436, Syracuse, NY 13220
E-mail: agsses@aol.com

Tri-County Stamp Club (APS Chapter 292)
Meets the 3rd Monday at 7 p.m. at Sidney Civic Center.
Contact: Albert Guenzburger, P.O. Box 215 , Guilford, NY 13780
E-mail: rfinnegan@stny.rr.com Phone: 607-895-6531

Uncle Sam Stamp Club of Troy (APS Chapter 240)
Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at Holmes & Watson Ltd., 450 Broadway.
Contact: Terrill Miller, P.O. Box 335, Troy, NY 12181-0335 
E-mail: unclesamty@aol.com Phone: 518-869-6872

Utica Stamp Club (APS Chapter 66)
Meets 1st Tuesday of the month (except July and August) at New Hartford Town Library.
Contact: G. M. Cunningham, P.O. Box 374, Washington Mills, NY 13479
E-mail: Jerryc50nh@aol.com Phone: 315-736-1965

Federation Officers
President: John J. Nunes ................................................................................................. nunesnook@aol.com
Secretary: John A. Cali............................................................................................  rocket@dreamscape.com
Treasurer: Stephen E. Gray ........................................................................................................  518-372-9866
Northern VP: Patrick R. Rourk ..................................................................................  prourk@twcny.rr.com
Southern VP: Albert Guenzburger .................................................................................... aguenz@mkl.com
Central VP: Heather Sweeting ................................................................................. hsweetin@twcny.rr.com
Eastern VP: Maris Tirums ........................................................................................  mxtirums@hotmail.com
Southeastern VP: Ernie Lewis ...................................................................  knightowlcachets@hotmail.com
Northwestern Co-VP: James  Littell....................................................................... zepplincat@wzrd.com
Northwestern Co-VP: Paul M. Zipp........................................................................................ 716-695-1517
Southwestern VP: Howard Schlieder..................................................................... yszekeIy@twcny.rr.com
Junior Affairs VP: Vacant

mailto:searles@eznet.net
mailto:searles@adelphia.net
mailto:pleclair@northnet.org
mailto:stamptmf@frontiernet.net
mailto:jdoles@rochester.rr.com
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M
The Last Words

Heather Sweeting, Associate Editor
14329 Victory St., Sterling NY 13156-3172

e-mail — hsweetin@twcny.rr.com

The Case for Collecting Oversized Covers
You may wonder why you are reading a column by someone of whom you may have never 
heard. I was surprised that I got to have The Last Words. I am not a philatelic expert, stamp 
dealer, or noted exhibitor, nor do I profess to have the last words on any subject. I am a 
music teacher for the Oswego School District and an avid cover collector.

In a long talk with our editor, Al Starkweather, he expressed his dislike of  oversized covers. I 
know exhibitors prefer smaller covers and that most frames are designed for 8!/™11-inch 
pages. However, I don’t share the same disdain. I think many fellow philatelists have started 
to look ahead and truly want to share and introduce philately to new collectors. I also believe 
that the scope of modern mail and collections has changed drastically in the last 20 years.

Look at your recent mail. Take two weeks of your recent bills, letters, priority envelopes, junk 
mail, bank statements, mailing permits, birthday cards, postcards … What percentages of 
these items have stamps on them? What percentage bears commemorative stamps? (Exclude 
philatelic mail.) Finally, how many items used #6#/¢ sized envelopes? Less than 1 percent of 
my mail arrives in a smaller envelope. Can you find a complete set of the 15 cloud stamps 
postally used on a small sized envelope? (Mailing covers to yourself does not count!)

I have some great examples of the Columbian and Pacific souvenir sheets on 8!/™11 enve-
lopes and package covers that might make a really neat exhibit in 20 years. Wouldn’t you like 
to see a Priority or Express mail exhibit with multiple uses of high value issues on their enve-
lopes? The average person my age does not have a 16-frame exhibit of stampless express cov-
ers, nor has the means to purchase one. We should start thinking of ways to display, create, 
exhibit, and share what is available to the average armchair or modern specialized collector.

Perhaps future exhibits could be scanned and presented or shared in multimedia format to 
clubs all over the state via cd. What if one collector from each club put an exhibit into a Power-
Point to share with a different club? The exhibits could even be put on the Web. This would be 
a great winter project for those of us stuck in the snow belt! I applaud Jefferson County Stamp 
Club member Gerald Wiley for already sharing his collection with fellow collectors on cd! If 
we all did this, within a few years the Federation would have a library of topical presentations 
to offer smaller clubs that often are looking for new inspiration and meeting topics. 

Tom Fortunato of Rochester Philatelic Association has many of his exhibits online. Check 
them out at www.fortunecity.com/olympia/tilden/186.

So that’s it … my first words for The Last Words. Now go check your mailbox for those 
oversized covers. I am looking forward to hearing your percentage numbers!

mailto:designondemand@verizon.net
mailto:hsweetin@twcny.rr.com
http://www.fortunecity.com/olympia/tilden/186
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 APS Chapter 191

P.O. Box 401
Fulton, NY 13069
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