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“For an inanimate object weighing a tiny fraction of an ounce, 
the postage stamp can sometimes stir up a whole lot of 
trouble. Throughout U.S. history, stamps have often caused 
controversy, usually for reasons the Post Office never 
anticipated. The following are 11 of the most famous 
examples:” - Greg Daugherty, Author

Your job will be to try to figure out (or guess) what 
made these stamps so controversial.



U.S. #737
1934 3¢ Mothers of America
Rotary Printing, Perforated 11 x 10.5
Issue Date: May 2, 1934
First City: Any city
Quantity Issued:  193,290,100

U.S. #738
1934 3¢ Mothers of America
Issue Date: May 2, 1934
Quantity Issued: 15,432,100
Printed by: Bureau of Engraving and Printing
Printing Method: Flat Plate Press
Perforations: 11
Color: Deep violet



Issued for use on Mother's Day 
mail in tribute to the Mothers of 

America and illustrates a 
reproduction of the painting by 
James A. Whistler, "Portrait of 

My Mother."

Arrangement in Grey and Black No.1, Portrait of the Artist's Mother



U.S. #784
1936 3¢ Susan B. Anthony

Issue Date: August 26, 1936
First City: Washington, DC
Quantity Issued: 269,522,200

U.S. #1051
50¢ Susan B. Anthony - Liberty Series

Issue Date: April 1958
City: Louisville, KY
Printed by: Bureau of Engraving and Printing
Printing Method: Rotary Press
Perforations: 11 x 10½
Color: Bright purple



U.S. #787
1937 3¢ Sherman, Grant and Sheridan

Army and Navy

Issue Date: February 18, 1937
First City: Washington, DC
Quantity Issued: 87,741,150



U.S. #788
1936-37 4¢ Lee and Jackson

U.S. Army Heroes

Issue Date: March 23, 1937
First City: Washington, D.C.
Quantity Issued: 35,794,150
Printed by: Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing
Printing Method: Rotary Press
Perforation: 11x10 ½
Color: Gray



U.S. #982
1949 3¢ Washington & Lee University

Issue Date: April 12, 1949
City: Lexington, Virginia
Quantity: 104,790,000
Printed By: Bureau of Engraving and Printing
Printing Method: Rotary Press
Perforations: 11 x 10 ½
Color: Ultramarine

U.S. #1049
30¢ Robert E. Lee

Liberty Series
Issue Date: September 21, 1955

City: Norfolk, VA
Printed By: Bureau of Engraving and Printing
Printing Method: Rotary press dry printing
Perforations: 11 x 10.5
Color: Black
U.S. #1049 is the 30¢ Robert E. Lee stamp of the 

1954-61 Liberty Series.



U.S. #894
3¢ Pony Express Rider

Issue Date: April 3, 1940
City: St. Joseph, MO, Sacramento, CA
Quantity: 46,497,400
Printed by: Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing
Printing Method: Rotary Press
Perforations: 11 x 10.5
Color: Henna brown

U.S. #1154
1960 4¢ Pony Express Centennial

Issue Date: July 19, 1960
City: Sacramento, California
Quantity: 119,665,000
Printed By: Bureau of Engraving and Printing
Printing Method: Rotary Press
Perforations: 11 x 10 ½
Color: Sepia



U.S. #1205
1962 4¢ Wreathes and Candles

Contemporary Christmas

Issue Date: November 1, 1962
City: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Quantity: 861,970,000
Printed By: Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing
Printing Method: Giori Press
Perforations: 11
Color: Green and red



U.S. #1240
5¢ National Christmas Tree

Issue Date: November 1, 1963
City: Santa Claus, IN
Quantity: 1,291,250,000
Printed by: Bureau of Engraving and Printing
Printing Method: Giori Press
Perforations: 11
Color: Dark blue, bluish black and red



U.S. #1276
5¢ Christmas Angel

Issue Date: November 2, 1965
City: Silver Bells, AZ
Quantity: 1,139,930,000
Printed By: Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing
Printing Method: Giori press
Perforations: 11
Color: Multicolored



#1363 – 1968 6c Traditional Christmas: Angel Gabriel
Issue Date: November 1, 1968
Quantity: 1,410,580,000
Printed By: Bureau of Engraving and Printing
Printing Method: Engraved
Perforations: 11
Color: Multicolored



U.S. #2425
25¢ Brontosaurus

Dinosaurs

Issue Date: October 1, 1989
City: Orlando, FL
Quantity: 101,747,000
Printed By: Bureau of Engraving and Printing
Printing Method: Lithographed and engraved
Perforations: 11
Color: Multicolored



U.S. #2423
25¢ Pteranodon

Dinosaurs

Issue Date: October 1, 1989
City: Orlando, FL
Quantity: 101,747,000
Printed By: Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing
Printing Method: Lithographed and 
engraved
Perforations: 11
Color: Multicolored



U.S. #2424
25¢ Stegosaurus

Dinosaurs

Issue Date: October 1, 1989
City: Orlando, FL
Quantity: 101,747,000
Printed By: Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method: Lithographed 
and engraved
Perforations: 11
Color: Multicolored

U.S. #2422
25¢ Tyrannosaurus Rex

Dinosaurs

Issue Date: October 1, 1989
City: Orlando, FL
Quantity: 101,747,000
Printed By: Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing
Printing Method: Lithographed and 
engraved
Perforations: 11
Color: Multicolored



U.S. #2721
1993 Elvis Presley

•Best-selling commemorative stamp in US history
•Design voted on by the public in a contest bringing 
in over one million votes
•Kicked off the Legends of American Music stamp 
series
Stamp Category: Commemorative
Set: Legends of American Music Series 
Value: 29c First-Class postage rate
First Day of Issue: January 8,1993
First Day City: None. Issued nationwide at noon 
on January 8. Dedication ceremonies took place at 
Elvis’ Graceland home in Memphis.
First Day Cancel: Memphis, Tennessee
Quantity Issued: 517,000,000
Printed by: Bureau of Engraving and Printing
Printing Method: Photogravure
Format: Semi-jumbo stamp; printed in panes of 40; 
5 columns across and 8 rows down
Perforations: 11



U.S. #2724 1993 Elvis Presley
•The popular “young” Elvis design (#2721) was 
re-issued six months later as part of a new se-
tenant set of seven stamps honoring the greats of 
rock & roll and rhythm & blues.
•That set in turn was part of the Legends of 
American Music Series
•The new Elvis stamp had two changes in its 
design. 
Stamp Category: Commemorative
Set: Legends of American Music Series 
Value: 29c First-Class rate
First Day of Issue: June 16, 1993
First Day Cities: None. First 
Day ceremonies were held in Cleveland, Ohio 
(site of the future Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame) and 
at the Santa Monica Pier in California with Dick 
Clark, former host of American Bandstand as the 
MC. These weren’t official First Day cities 
because the stamps went on sale nationwide on 
the same day.
Quantity Issued: 14,285,715
Printed by: Stamp Venturers
Printing Method: Photogravure
Format: Semi-jumbo stamp; printed in panes of 
35; 5 columns across and 7 rows down
Perforations: 10



U.S. #2955
32¢ Richard Nixon

Issue Date: April 26, 1995
City: Yorba Linda, CA
Quantity: 80,000,000
Printed By: Barton Press and Bank Note 
Corporation of America
Printing Method: Lithographed and engraved
Perforations: 11.2
Color: Multicolored





U.S. A-BOMB STAMP CALLED 'HEARTLESS’ 

An article yesterday incorrectly identified the type of bomber used to drop atomic bombs on the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945. It was a B-29. (Published 12/4/94)
By T.R. Reid
December 3, 1994
TOKYO, DEC. 2 -- It started out as small as a postage stamp, but the latest transpacific dispute over 
the end of World War II could well blow up into a major new source of ill feeling between the 
United States and Japan.
The U.S. Postal Service plans to issue a stamp bearing a full-color portrait of the atomic bomb's 
mushroom cloud, its caption clearly indicating the stamp is intended to depict the nuclear 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The stamp is one of a set of 10 commemorative issues 
planned for next year to mark the 50th anniversary of the end of the war.
But Japan's government said today that it would ask the United States to reconsider, while 
politicians, pundits and ordinary people here expressed surprise and outrage.
"I cannot understand why they {would} make a stamp to commemorate a horrible instance of 
human suffering," said Hiroshi Harada, director of the Peace Museum at Hiroshima.
"It is truly terrible that they could be so heartless," said Hiyoshi Motoshima, the mayor of 
Nagasaki. "Beneath that mushroom cloud, hundreds of thousands of noncombatant women and 
children were killed or injured on the spot... . The atomic blast was a case of indiscriminate 
massacre."
The anger over the stamp seems likely to augment the growing discomfort here over the 
controversy in the United States regarding the upcoming Smithsonian exhibit on the atomic bomb. 
Already, officials in Hiroshima and Nagasaki have said they may reconsider their previous 
agreement to cooperate with the Smithsonian.
U.S. diplomats said the stamp would make a touchy situation more difficult.
"The whole idea that the 50th anniversary could be a time for forgiveness and mutual 
understanding looks further and further away all the time," a U.S. official said.
In Washington, U.S. Postal Service spokesman Robin Wright said the Citizens' Stamp Advisory 
Committee, in coordination with historians from the State and Defense departments, began 
working in the late 1980s on a five-year series of stamps commemorating World War II events.

The Washington Post 



U.S. #2981h
1995 32¢ Japan Surrenders

WWII – 1945: Victory at Last

Issue Date: September 2, 1995
City: Honolulu, HI
Quantity: 5,000,000 panes of 20
Printed By: Bureau of Engraving and Printing
Printing Method: Lithographed and engraved
Perforations: 11.1
Color: Multicolored



#M9041 – 1995 Hiroshima A-Bomb 50th Anniversary Sheet of 24   



The End       
Information provided by:

U.S. #2198 22¢ Philatelic Memorabilia
Stamp Collecting Booklet Stamp

Issue Date: January 23, 1986, City: State College, PA
Quantity: 116,999,200

A018Article by Greg Daugherty – 4/16/2018, 5/16/2023
www.history.com


